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[The following Narrative is abridged from the “ Curist1an 

: “Wwarpian,” @ periodical work, supported by ministers of 
the eseblishment in England, consistently evangelical thus 
far, and iberal. | 


THE DAIRYMAN’S DAUGHTER. 


Ir; is adclightful employment to trace and discover 
the operitions of Divine grace, as they are manifest- 
ed in the dispositions and lives of God’s real chil- 
dren. kis peculiarly gratifying to observe how fre- 
quently, amongst the poorer classes of mankind, the 
sunshine of mercy beams upon the heart, and bears 
witness to the ee of Christ which the Spirit of 
God has.impressec thereupon. Amongst such, the 
“sincerity. and sim plicity of the Christian character 
apyears: unincumbered by those fetters to spirituality 
oi mind and conversation, which too often prove a 
at bbtcithene to those who live in the higher ranks. 
Many are the difficulties which riches, polished soci- 
ety, worldly importance, and high connexions, throw 
in the way of religious profession. Happy indeed it 
is, where grace has so strikingly supported its conflict 
with natural pride, self-importance, the allurements 
of luxury, ease, and worldly opinions, that the noble 
and mighty, appear adorned with genuine poverty of 
spirit, self-denial, humble-mindedness, and deep spi- 
rituality of heart. But, in general, if we want to see 
religion in its purest character, we must look for it 
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amongst the poor of this world who are rich in faith. 
How often is the poor man’s cottage the palace of 
God! Many cam truly declare, that they have 
there learned their most valuable lessons of faith and 
hope, and there witnessed the most striking demon- 
strations of the wisdom, power, and goodness of God. 
The character which the present paper is designed 
to introduce to the notice of our readers, is giver 
' from real life and circumstance. | 
The writer of this first became acquainted with | 
her, through the following Jetter, which is new 
transcribed from the original. | eit 


i 
f 

i REV. SIR, “ 
4 











I take the liberty to write to you. Pray excnse me, for T h’e never spo- 
y f ken toyou. ButlLonce heard you, when you preached at ——--—— Chare! 
\ 1 4 ¥ believe you are a faithful preacher to warn sinners to fleefrom the wrath 
iE- that will be revealed against all those that live in sin, and de impenitent.— 
ty Pray go on in the strength of the Lord. And may he bless you and crown 

it your labour of love with success, and give you souls for your hire : 
: The Lord has promised to be with those that he does call ani send forth 
to preach his word, to the end of time, for without him we ean @ nothing. FE 
was much rejoiced to hear of those marks of love and affection » that poor 
soldier of the S. D. militia*. Surely the love of Christ sent you » that poor 
man ; may that love ever dwell richly in you by faith. May it emstrain you 
to seek the wandering souls of men with the fervent desire to spend and be 
spent for his glory. May the unction of the Holy Spirit avien! the word 
; spoken by you with power, and convey keen conviction to the hearts yout 
hearers. May many of them experience the divine change of being, mage 
new creatures in Christ. See 

Sir, be fervent in prayer with God for the conviction and corvertim of 
sinners. His powcr is great, and who can withstand it? He has promint te 
auswer the prayer of faith, that is put up in his son’s name “ Ask, what 
ye will, it shall be granted you.” How this should strengthey our faith, vhen 
we are taught by the word and the Spirit how to pray! ©! that swee) ins 
spiring hope! how it lifis up the fainting spirits, when we look over allthe 
precious promises of Gody What a mercy, if we know Christ and the power 
of his resurrection in our own hearts! Through faith in Christ we rejoise in 
hope, and look up in expectation of that time drawing near, when all shall 
know and fear the Lord, and when a vation shall be born in a day, 

What a happy time, when Christ’s kingdom shail come! Then shall “his 
will be done ov earths as. it is in heaven.” Men shall be daily fed with 
the manna of his love, and delight themselves in the Lord ali the day jong. 
' Then what a Paradise below wilf they enjoy! How it animates and enlivens 
my soul with vigour to pursue the ways of God, that 1 may bear some hum- 
ble partin giving glory to God and the Lamb. 

Sir, I began to write thison Sunday, being detained from attending on 
public worship My dear and only sister, living asa servant with Mrs.— 
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twas so ill, that I came here to attend in her place and on her. But now she 
is no more. 

I was going to entreat you to write to her in answer to this ; she being eon. 
vinced of the evil of her past life, and that she had not walked in the ways 
of God, nor sought to please him. But she earnestly desired todo so. This 
makes me have a comfortable hope, that she is gone to glory, and that she is 

yAOw joining in safe concert with the angelic host in heaven, to sing the won- 
Jers of redeeming love. Ihope I may now write, “ Blessed is the dead that 
tlies in_ the Lord.” 

She expressed a desire to receive the Lord’s Supper, and commemorate 
his préciousdeath and sufferings. I told her, as well as I was able, what it was 
to receive Christ into her heart; but as her weakness of body increased, she 
alid not mention it agein. She seemed quite resigned before she died. Ido 
hone she is gone from a world of death and sin, to be with God for ever. 

Sir, I hope you will not be offended with me, for a poor ignorant person to 
ake such a liberty to write to you. But, [ trust, as you are called to instruct 
tinpers in al) the ways of God, you will bear with me, and be so kind as to an- 
+ 1. ais iL ote letter, and give me some instructions. It is my heart’s 
desi? © vo viave the min? that was in Christ, that when I awake up in his like- 
nea, tien [may be siitished 

My sister expressed ya wish that you might bury her. The minister of our 
parish, whither she wilh be carried, cannot come. She will lay at ————. 
She died on Tuesday »{norning, and will be buried on Friday or Saturday, 
(whichever is mast eo, avenient to you,) at three o’clock on the afternoon, 
Please to send atansweor by the bearer, to let me know, whether you can 
comply with this rogue. jt. 

From your unworthy servant, 
ELIZABETH W——E. 


M 
Iwas muh ?'struck with the simple and earnest 
strain of deyotiiion which this letter breathed. It was 
sut indiffere ntly written and spelt. But this the ra- 
her.té “nd to endear the hitherto unknown writer, 
as it seemed chaipacteristic of the union of humbie- 
ness of station with eminence of piety. I felt quite 
thankful that I 4vas favoured with a correspondent of 
this descviptvon ; the more so, as such characters were 
at that titne very rare in the neighbourhood. I have 
often wished that epistolary mtercourse of this kind 
was more encouraged and practised amongst us. [ 
have the greatest reason to speak well of its effects 
both on myself and others. Communication by let- 
ter, as well as by conversation with the pious poor, 
has often been the instrument of animating and re- 
viving my own heart in the midst of duty, and of 
giving me the most profitable information for the ge. 
neral Conduct of the ministerial othce. 
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As soon as the letter was read, I inquired whe was: 
the bearer of it. ‘* He is waiting at the outside of 
the gate, Sir,” was the reply. I went out to speak 
to him, and saw a venerable old man, whose long 
hoary hair and deeply wrinkled countenance com- 
manded more than common respect. He was rest- 
ing his arm and head upon the gate, the tears.were 
streaming down his cheeks. On my approacii he 
made a low bow, and said, 

“ Sir, I have brought you a letter from my daugh- 
ter; but I fear you will think us very bold in asking> 
you to take so much trouble.’”’ “* By no means.) 
{ replied, “‘ I shall be truly glad to oblige yous al 
any of your family in this matter, provided that 1b Is 
quite agreeable to the minister of yiour parish.”’— 
“ Sir, he told me yesterday, that he should be very 
glad if I could procure some gentleman to come and 
bury my poor child for him, as he liv/es five miles off, 
and has particular business on thet d.vy. So when I 
told my daughter, she asked me to cor me to you, Sir, 
and bring that letter which woulc. ex; plain the mat- 
ter.” : 

T desired him to come into tl: houses, and ther 
said, “¢ What is your occupation ?°' ‘“* Sir, shawe 
lived most of my days in a little sot) a¢¢ at ~~, six 
miles fromhere. I have rented a few” acres of ground 
and kept a few cows, which, in adit. on to my day- 
labour, has been my means of s}.pportuig and bring- 
ing up my family.” ‘* What fainily have you ?” 
‘* A wife, now getting very aged and helpless, one 
son, and one daughter ; for my other poor dearehild 
is Just departed out of this wicked world.” ‘ TI hope, 
for a better.” ‘* I hope sotoo: poor thing, she did 
not use to take to such good ways as her sister; but 
I do believe that her sister’s manner of talking with 
her before she died, was the means oi saving her 
soul. What amercy it is to have such achild as 
mine is. I never thought about my own soul sericus- 
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ly, till she, poor girl, begged and prayed me ‘ to flee 
from the wrathto come.’ ‘‘ What are the ages of your 
children?” ‘ My son is thirty-five, my daughter 
is about thirty, and my poor child that is dead was 
twenty-seven.”” ““ And how oldare you ?”” “ Turn- 
ed seventy, and my wife is older. We are getting 
old and almost past our labour, but our daughter has 
left a good place, where she lived in service, on pur- 
pose to come home and take care of us and our lit- 


tle dairy. 


And a dear, dutiful, affectionate girl she 


is.’ ‘* Was she always so?” ‘‘ No, Sir. When 
_.§he was very young, she was all for the world, and 


_ pleasure, 


and dress, and company. Indeed, we were 


all very ignorant, and thought if we took care for 
tis life, and wronged no body, we should be sure to 
go to heaven atlast. My daughters were both wil- 
ful, and, like ourselves, were strangers to the ways 
ef God and the word of his grace. But the eldest 
of them went out to service, and some years ago she 


heard a sermon preached at 
tleman that was going to 





Church, bya gen- 
, as chaplain to the co- 





lony ; and from that time she became quite an alter- 
edcreature. She began to read the Bible, and be- 
Game quite sober and steady. The first time she 
eame home afterwards to see us, she brought us a 
guinea which she had saved from her wages, and said, 
aswe were getting old, she was sure we should want 
hep : adding, that she did not wish to spend it in 
fin clothes, as she used to do, only to feed pride and 


vaity. 


She would rather show gratitude to her dear 


fater and mother, and this, she said, because Christ 
hacshown such mercy to her. 


“We 


wondered to hear her talk, and took great 


deliht in her company : for her temper and behav- 
joutvere so humble and kind; she seemed so de- 
siros to do- us good, both in soul and body ; and 
was 0 different from what we had ever seen her be- 


fore, Wet, 


careless and ignorant as we had been, we 
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began to think there must be something real in reli- 
gion, or it never could alter a person so much in a 
little time. 

‘¢ Her younger sister, poor soul, used to laugh 
and ridicule her at that time, and said her head was 
turned with her new ways. ‘ No, sister,’ she would 
say, ‘ not my Aead, but I hope my heart is turned 
from the love of sin to the love of God. I wish you 
may one day see, as I do, the danger and vanity of 
your present condition.” 

‘¢ Her poor sister would reply, ‘I do not want to 
hear any of your preaching: I am no worse thai 
other people, and that is enough for me.’—* Well, 
sister,’ Elizabeth would say, ‘ if you will not hear 
me, you cannot hinder me from praying for you, 
which I do with all my heart.’ 

** And now, Sir, I believe those prayers are an- 
swered. For when her sister was taken ill, Elizabeth 
went to Mrs. ’s to wait in her place and take 
care of her. She said a great deal to her about her 
soul, and the poor girl began to be so deeply affect. 
ed, and sensible of her past sin, and so thankful for 
her sister’s kind behaviour, that it gave her great 
hopes indeed for her sake. When my wife andl 
went to see her as she lay sick, she told us how 
erieved and ashamed she was of her past state ; but 
said, she had a hope through grace, that her dear 4s- 

ter’s Saviour would be her Saviour too ; for she aw 
her own sinfulness, felt her own helplessness, ind 
only wished to cast herself upon Christ as her lope 
and salvation. 

*¢ And now, Sir, she is gone, and I hope and tink 
her-sister’s prayers for her conversion to God .ave 
been answered. The Lord grant the same fo her 
poor father and mother's sake likewise.” 

‘his conversation was a very pleasing commmnta- 
ry upon the lettet which I had received, and maé me 
ansiougpboth to comply with the request, and > bes: 
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com acquainted with the writer. I promised the 
gooiold dairyman to attend on the Friday at the ap- 
poined hour ; and after some more conversation re- 
specing his own state under the present trial, he 
wen away. 

H: was a reverend old man: his furrowed cheeks, 
whit: locks, weeping eyes, bent shoulders, and feeble 
gait, were characteristic of the old pilgrim: and as 
he sbwly departed supported by a stick, which seem- 
ed to have been the companion of many a long year, 
24raim Of reflections occurred which I retrace ‘with 

and picasure. 

appointed hour I arrived at the church, and 
after a little while, was summoned to meet at the 
church-yard gate a very decent funeral procession.— 
The aged parents, the brother and the sister, with 
other relatives, formed an affecting group. I was 
struck with the humble, pious, and pleasing counte- 
nance of the young woman from whom I received 
the letter. It bore the marks of great seriousness 
without affectation; and of much serenity, mingled 
vith a glow of devotion. 

y “ter the service was concluded, I had a short con- 
_¥sation *vith the good old couple and their daugh- 
cer. Hex aspect and address were highly interesting. 
I promised to visit their cottage, and from that time 
became well acquainted with them. 

She was rapidly on the decline. ‘The pale wast- 
ing consumption, which is the Lord’s instrument for 
removing so many thousands every year from the 
land of the living, made hasty strides on her consti- 
tution. The hollow eye, the distressing cough, and 
the often too flattering red in the middle of the cheek, 
foretold the approach of death. 

She was happily made acquainted with the things 
which belong to her everlasting peace before the pre- 
sent disease had taken root in her constitution. My 
visits to -her seemed rather to receive than to com- 
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municate information. Her mind was abundntly 
stored with Divine truths, and her conversationwas 
truly edifymg. The recollection of it still prodces 
a thankful sensation in my heart. 

I one day received a short note to the folloving 
effect : 


DEAR SIR, ' 

I should be very glad, if your convenience will allow, that you yould 
eome and see a poor unworthy sinner. My heur-glassis nearly run out, but L 
hope I ean see Christ to be precious to my soul. Your conversatioa has 
often been blessed to me, and I now feel the need of it more than evér’ 
My father and mother send their duty to you. 


From your obedient, and unworthy servant, , e. 
ELIZABETH W : 


I obeyed the summons that same afternoon. On 
my arrival at the dairyman’s cottage, his wife open- 
ed the door. The tears streamed down her cheek, as 
she silently shook her head. Her heart was full. She 
tried to speak, but could not. I took her by the hand 
and said, ‘* My good friend, all is right, and as the 
Lord of wisdom and mercy directs.” “ Oh! my 
Bessy, my Bessy, my dear girl is so bad, Sir. Wha 
shall 1 do without my Bessy ?_ I thought I shou. 
have gone first to the grave, but——””_ “ But, the 
Lord sees good that before you die yourself, you 
should behold your child safe home to glory. Is 
there no mercy in this?” ‘ Oh! dear Sir, I am 
very old, and very weak, and she is a dear child, the 
staff and prop of a poor old creature, as I am.” 

As I advanced, I saw Elizabeth sitting by the fire- 
side, supported in an arm-chair by pillows, with every 
mark of rapid decline and approaching death. She 
appeared to me within three or four weeks, at the 
furthest, from her end. A sweet smile of friendly 
complacency enlightened her pale countenance, as 
she said, ‘* This is very kind indeed, Sir, to come 
so soon after Isentto you. You find me daily wast- 
ing away, and I cannot have long to continue here.— 
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My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the 
strength of my weal heart, and, I trust, will be my 
portion for ever.” 

The conversation which follows, was occasional. 
ly interrupted by her congh and want of breath. 
Her tone of voice was clear, though feeble ; her 
manner solemn and collected ; and her eye, though 
more dim than formerly, by no means wanting in 
liveliness, as she spoke. I had frequently admired 
the superior language in which she expressed her 
ideas, as well as the scriptural consistency with 
which she communicated her thoughts. She had a 
goo! natural understanding ; and grace, as is generally 
the case, had much improved it. On the present 
occasion I could not help thinking she was peculiar. 
ly favoured. ‘The whole strength of grace and na- 
ture seemed to be in full and united exertion. 

After taking my seat between the daughter and the 
mother, who occupied the other arm-chair, and fix. 
ed her fond eyes upon her child with great anxicty 
while we were conversing, I said to Elizabeth, “ T 
hope you enjoy a sense of the Divine presence, and 
can rest upon him who has ‘ been with thee,’ and 
has kept ¢ thee in all places whither thou hast gone, 
and will Kring thee into ‘ the land of pure delights, 
where saints immortal reign.” ‘ Sir, I think I can. 
My mind has lately been sometimes clouded, but | 
believe it has been partly owing to the great weak. 
ness and suflering of my bodily frame, and partly to 
the envy of my chostly enemy, who wants to per- 
suade me that Christ has no love for me, and that I 
have been a self-deceiver.” And do you give 
way to his suggestions ? Can you doubt amidst such 
numerous tokens of past and present metey ae 
‘*¢ No, Sir, I mostly am enabled to preserve a clear 
evidence of his love. I do not wish to add to my 
other sins, that of denying his manifest goodness to 
my soul. I would acknow ledge it to his praise and 
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glory.”” ‘‘ What is your present view of the state in 
eich you were before he called you by his grace ?”’ 
«* Sir, I was a proud, thoughtless girl, fond of dress 
and finery. I loved the world and the things that 
are in the world. _ I lived in service amongst worldly 
people, and never had the happiness of being in a 
family where worship was regarded, and the souls of 
the servants cared for, either by master or mistress. 
I went once on a Sunday to church, more to see and 
be seen, than to pray or hear the word of God. I 
thought I was quite good enough to be saved, and 
disliked, and often laughed at religious people. I 
was in great darkness. I knew nothing of te way 
of salvation. I never prayed, nor was sensible of the 
awful danger of a prayerless state. I wished to 
maintain the character of a good servant, and was 
much lifted up whenever I met with applause. ] 
was tolerably moral and decent in my conduct, from 
motives of carnal and worldly policy; but I was a 
stranger to God and Christ. I neglected my soul, 
and had I died in sucha state, hell must and would 
justly have been my portion.” “ How long is it 
since you first heard the sermon, which, wardugh 
Gad’s blessing, was the 1 instrument of your conve 
sion?” “ About five years ago.” “ How was it 
brought about ?” 

‘“¢ It was reported that a Mr. J , who was de- 
tained by contrary winds frora embarking on board 
ship as peopel to a distant part of the world, was to 
pre The people called him < 
aan iemeces:? ind some ‘ a methodist,’ and - 
vised me not to go, for fear he should turn my head 
with his strange notions. But curiosity, and an 
opportunity of appearing in a new gown, which [ 
was very proud of, induced me to ask leave of my 
mistress to go. Indeed, Sir, I had no better motives 
than vanity and curiosity. Yet thus it pleased the 
Lord to order it for his own glory. 
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*-T accordingly went to church, and saw a great 
crowd of people collected together. I often think of 
the contrary states of my mind during the former 
and latter part of the service. For a while, regard- 
less of the worship of God, I looked around me, and 
was anxious to attract notice myself. My dress, like 
that of too many gay, vain, and silly servant girls, 
was much above my station, and very different from 
that which becomes an humble sinner, who has a 
modest sense of propriety and decency. ‘The state 
of my mind was visible enough from the foolish fine- 
ry of my apparel. 

‘* At length the clergyman gave out his text: ‘ Be 


ye clothed with humility.’ He drew a comparison 


between the clothing of the body with that of the 
soul. Ata very early part of his discourse, L began 
to feel ashamed of my passion for fine dressing and 
apparel ; but when he came to describe the garment 
of salvation with which a Christian is clothed, I felt 
a powerful discovery of the nakedness of my own 
soul. I saw that I had neither the humility mention- 
ed in the text, nor any one part of the true Christian 
character. I looked at my gay dress, and blushed 
for shame on account of my pride. I looked at the 
Minister, and he seemed to be as a messenger sent to 
open my eyes. I looked at the congregation, and 
wondcred whether any one else felt as I did. I look- 
ed at my heart, and it appeared full of iniquity. I 
trembled as he spoke, and yet I felt a great drawing of 
heart to the words he uttered. 

‘‘ He opened the riches of sovereign grace in 
God’s method of saving the sinner. I was astonish- 
ed at what I had been doing all the days of my life. 
He described the meek, lowly, and humble example 
of Christ; I felt proud, lofty, vain, and self-conse- 
quential. He represented Christ, as wisdom; I felt 
my ignorance. He held him forth as ‘ righteous- 
ness ;’ I was convinced of my own guilt. He proved 
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him to be ‘ sanctification ;’ I saw my corruption. He 
proclaimed him as ‘redemption ;’ I felt my slavery 
to sin, and my captivity to Satan. He concluded 
with an animated address to sinners, in which he ex- 
horted them to flee from the wrath to come, to cast 
off the love of outward ornaments, to put on Jesus 
Christ, and be clothed with true humility. 

‘¢ From, that hour I never lost sight of the value 
of my soul, and the danger of a sinful state. I in- 
wardly blessed God for the sermon, although my 
mind was in a state of great confusion. 

‘¢ The preacher had brought* forward the rulin 
passion of my heart, which was pride in ia 
dress, and by the grace of God it was made imstru- 
mental to the awakening of my soul. Happy, Sir, 
would it be, if many a poor girl, like ak were 
turned from the love of outward adorning and putting 
on of fine apparel, to seek that which is not corrupt- 
ible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great price. 

‘* The greater part of the congregation, unused to 
such faithful and scriptural sermons, disliked and 
complained of the severity of the preacher. While 
a few, as I afterwards found, like myself, were deep- 
ly affected, and earnestly wished to hear him again. 
But he preached there no more. 

‘ From that time I was led through a course of 
private prayer, reading, and meditation, to see my 
lost estate as a sinner, and the great mercy of God 
through Jesus Christ in raising sinful dust and ashes 
toa share in the glorious happiness of heaven. And 
Oh! Sir, what a Saviour I havefound! He is more 
than I could ask or desire. In his fulness, I have 
found ail that my poverty could need; in his bosom, 
I have found a resting place from all sin and sorrow ; 
in his word, I have found strength against doubt and 
unbelief.” 

(To be continued.) 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE. 


On Missions to the Heathen. 


—P + Gee 


"Tre remarkable interference of Jehovah in sav- 
ing Isaac from being sacrificed by his father, origi- 
nated the proverb among the Jews, as the sacred his- 
torian informs us, ‘‘ In the the mount of the Lord it 
shall be seen or provided.” This singular display 
of divine mercy, encouraged the believing Hebrew, 
in every crisis of his life, when human wisdom was 
baffled, and hope, according to human views, at an 
end. Jn the mount of the Lord it shall still be pro- 
vided for me. The same Jehovah, the God of pro- 
vidence, who thus took care of and saved my ances- 
tor, is my God also. Whatsoever things were 
written aforetime, were written for our learning 
that we through patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures, might have hope. ‘The believing Gen- 
tile can derive encouragement from the same 
remarkable display of divine watchfulness. ‘The 
God who provided a sacrifice in place of Isaac, wil! 
extricate, in his own time, his people from their 
trials and distresses. The Shepherd of Isracl never 
slumbers nor sleeps. His eyes are over the sheep of 
his fold, to do them good; and in their extremity, 
he appears in their behalf, glorious in his power and 
his wisdom. The history of his Church under the 
Old and New Testament dispensation, abundantly 
proves this grand and consoling truth. Instances are 
numerous ; as numerous as the exigencies of Zion, 
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in which, “‘ in the mount of the: Lord it has been 
seen or provided.” 

Without going back to a remote period, we need 
only fasten the attention of our readers upon the rise 
and progress of those Missionary exertions which form 
so conspicuous an zra in the history of our day. They 
commenced at a time, of all others, according to our 
opinions, the most unpropitious ; a time of general 
infidelity and general warfare among the nations of 
Christendom. 

After the glorious reformation from Antichristian 
error and apostacy, the only body of Christians who 


seem to have been constrained by pity for the Hea-. 


then, was the Unitas F'ratrum, commonly called the 
Moravian Church. The other Churches confined their 
missionary labours to those places which were colo- 
nized or conquered by European nations. A general 
carelessness not only about the advancement of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom abroad, but about the interests of 
real piety among themselves in these Churches re- 
spectively, prevailed previous to the late French re- 
volution. On the continent of Europe, and in Britain, 
the love of many waxed cold, because ofabounding in- 
iquity. The Fr enchacademicians withunw earied pains 
disseminated the principles ofa inv par philosophy, 
which, in its effects produced, not only hostility to 
rev ealed religion, but also to civil order. Darkness 
began to settle upon Christendom, and with it, the 
works of darkness every where were perpetrated. 
The foundations on which society rested, having 
been *ndermined with a perseverance worthy of the 
best cause, tottered and threatened to give way, 
Every thing that was dear and valuable in the inter- 
course between man and man, was in danger of utter 
destruction. A revolution ‘had commenced, and 
with it came war; a war which, in its issues, has al- 
ready produced the most fearful consequences; and 
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if the Sovereign of the world does not stay its pro- 
gress, Will produce consequences still more disas- 
trous and horrible. In this period, God was pleased 
to pour out upon his people in Britain, a missionary 
spirit, the result of which was, the establishment of 
the London Missionary Society , composed of Chris- 
tians of all denominations, w ho advocate evangell- 
cal principles. This parent institution was soon fol- 

lowed by others in Britain and on the Continent of 
Europe, as also in this Country. 

With one accord, the professed followers of the Lord 
Jesus, took into their serious consideration the state of 
the perishing heathen, and with one heart united in 

sending to them the glad tidings of great joy. A variety 
of iotives pr nepies themto this grand movement and 
its corresponding efforts. The love of Christ constrain- 
ed them; pity for their brethren in misery made 
their bowels yearn; the glory of God demanded 
from them suitable exertions to advance his cause in 
the world; and the promises of the word, which 
they knew were yea and amen in Christ Jesus, ani- 
mated them to go forth, and through faith strive to 
subdue kin edoms yet under the power of darkness. 
The work undoubtedly was the Lord’s. He excited 
his people to show their faith and love in this way.-— 
Though he is almighty, and needs not instruments to 
fulfil his purposes, he still uses them, and requires 
that his people should be the instruments. He has 
given the heathen to Christ for his inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession. 
He has declared the decree, ** The mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be exalted on the tops of the 
APRNs and ail nations shall flow unto it.” His 
people believe his promises and predictions, and in 
the faith of it, pray, “ Thy kingdom come.” All 
agree ; who can deny it? “All agree the object to be 
laudable, thé duty to bei imper: ative. W hy, then, 
do not all unite in promoting it? Why ts there + On 
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who hesitates to contribute his efforts; to give his 
aid? The following reasons will be found, on ex- 
amination, to account for the lamentable fact. ‘The 
reasons are either directly avowed, or implied in the 
conduct of those who decline assisting the mission- 
ary cause. 

1. The first reason we shall notice is, that we need 
missionary exertions among ourselves, and as charity 
begins at home, we ought to direct our efforts to 
those wants which exist in the midst of us. The 
objection is founded upon a fact, which is lamenta- 
bly true, that we have a number—multitudes 
amongst us, who are practically heathens, living with.— 
out God and without Christ in the world. ‘Their 
situation is indeed deplorable, but not so much s@, as 
that of the poor Pagans. Our heathens enjoy the 
day and the means of grace. ‘They have the oppor- 
tunity of knowing the will of God and making their 
peace with him through the blood of the cross ; for 
they have access to places of worship—to ministers 
of the Gospel—to believers in Christ in their neigh- 
bourhood. Not so the Pagans of the wilderness. 
Many of them have never so much as heard of sal- 
vation through a Redeemer. The glad tidings of 
ereat joy have not reached their ears. Must we, 
then, because they who live within the sound of the 
Gospel, despise it and neglect it, decline to carry the 
message it conveys to those who have not heard it? 
Is his onduct right? Is the principle on 
which it rests scriptural ? Surely not. If a differ- 
ence must be made, that difference ought to prompt 
us especially to regard the heathen. But it is not 
necessary to make the difference. Attention to the 
Redcemer’s interest at home, need not prevent us 
from attending to that interest abroad. This the 
friends of missionary exertions acknowledge, and 
act a iccordingly. The persons who make the objec- 
tion, we have just stated, on the contrary, neither ex- 
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ert themselves for the good of perishing sinners 
around them, nor for those in the region and shadow 
of death. The objection is a mere pretext to evade 
present duty, and the consequent sacrifice of money, 
time, and convenience. 

2. Another reason which some give for not joining 
in missionary exertions is, that the time for the call- 
ing in of the Gentiles is not come. God knows his 
own purposes, and the time when he will fulfil them. 
Our duty is not to inquire after the time when any 
purpose is to be compteted, that then we may la- 
bour and exert ourselves; but our duty is to inquire 
what doth the Lord now require of us? What have 
weto do? Is there work in which we must be em- 
ployed? He has put a talent in each of our hands, 
and commands us to improve it. The end of our crea- 
tion is his glory,and our happiness consistsin promoting 
that glory. Of course, we ought to exert ourselves 
to glorify him in soul and body. Ohne essential part 
of this glorification of God, is advancing his king- 
dom in the world. On this broad toundation, Chris- 
tians are bound to encourage Missionary exertions. 
The principle of the objection would warrant minis- 
ters of the Gospel to omit dealing with sinners, till 
they knew the time of love was come, in which such 
sinners were to be made heirs of life. But as the re- 
vealed will of God regulates the conduct of ministers 
in the discharge of their commission, so that same 
will must regulate the conduct of Christians in re- 
ference to the Heathen. ‘The question ‘for us to de- 
termine is not, whether God’s time to favour the 
Heathen has arrived? But, are there among the 
Heathen, souis perishing for lack of knowledge ? Do 
they need the Gospel ? Can they be saved without 
a knowledge of Christ? As there is no other name 
given under heaven amongst men, whereby we can 
be saved than the name of Christ, it is the imperious 


duty .of all who profess that name, to spread the 
Vou. IV.—No. VII, 3A 
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knowledge of it among those who know it not. 
Our brethren in heathen lands are passing down into 
the land of silence in quick succession, without hope. 
Can we communicate hope to them, or not? If we 
can, if we possess the word of life, which alone can 
direct them as well as us, shall we not—must we not, 
send it to them? Whatever our opinions may be 
about the set time in God’s purpose to favour Zion, 
our duty to promote her interests, and to extend her 
borders, is always binding upon us. However dark 
the providences of God may be ; however great the 
difficulties in the way, we must still, as the children 
of Israel were directed to do, go forward. 'The true 
secret of this objection, as well as the first, is an in- 
disposition to suffer any loss or inconvenience for the 
sake of the Gospel. In a word, the reason why 
men do not engage in missionary excrtions, where 
the object has been placed truly before them, is, in 
plain language, a fear of trouble and expense. What 
a plea is this when exhibited in its true colours! 
How little do these persons feel of the love of Christ 
constraining them! How much does the conduct of 
men in common aflairs to accumulate property ; or 
of infidcis to propagate their principles, put these 
nominal Christians to the shame! ‘Their conduct is 
a reproach to the Christian name. 

3. Another objection, of a different description, 
and therefore not justly classed with the two already 
noticed, is, ‘* that the minds of the heathen are not 
prepared to receive the truths of Revelation without 
the previous assistance of civilization.”” The per- 
sons who make this objection are disposed to lend 
their aid in any form to promote the Redeemer’s in- 
terest. It is, therefore, not an objection to the mis- 
sionary cause, but to the manner in which the inter- 
ests of that cause, among the heathen, is attempted 
to be promoted. On this subject we shall merely 
make some general remarks. 
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Civilization is that state of society which, in the 
common use of the term, we oppose to savageness 
and barbarity. In what consists the difference ? 
Generally in this—that the principles of social inter- 
course in civilized life, are ascertained as far as it is 
possible. Nothing which affects the interests of com- 
munity, if it be practicable to bring every thing of 
this nature within the control of laws, either enacted 
by authority, or adopted by general consent, is left to 
the capricious feelings, or to the passions of indivi- 
duals. Hence the morecivilized a people are, the more 
specific and minute in detail are the laws regulating in- 
tercourse between man and man; sothat the sources 
of discord or social unhappiness may be annihilated, 
as far as laws can affect this desirable object. By what 
principles are human laws regulated? Is there a 
standard of right and wrong in the world? Can this 
standard be discovered by the reason of men, or has it 
been revealed to them? The former is disproved by 
the history of mankind. What the reason of one per- 
son in one country dictates to be right, that of another 
person in another country proscribes as wrong.— 
There must, therefore, be a rule independent of those 
conclusions, which human reason derives from such 
premises as are known to it. ‘This rule is revela- 
tion. God made known to Adam, afterwards to 
Noah, afterwards to Abraham, afterwards to others, 
the duties we owe to God, to cach other, and our- 
selves. Each subsequent revelation was more mi- 
nute and specific than the previous one. ‘To these 
revelations we are indebted for the knowledge of 
what isright and wrong. They afforded matter on 
which the faculties of the mind could exert them- 
selves. I'rom these premises, inferences could be 
drawn; from these propositions, new ones could be 
deduced, which more widely extended the sphere of 
the knowledge of right and wrong in all its details. 
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‘To these revelations therefore men are indebted forthe 
fundamental principles of civilization. Hence we find 
the first Societies were not savage, as many wr iters on 
Society maintain, but strictly civilized. It was only 
by departing from the truths revealed to them, that 
they became savage. 

The traces of civilization which exist among hea- 
thens, are owing to the remains of traditionary know- 
ledge derived from original revelation which they 
enjoy. On these remains, the mental faculties can 
exert themselves, so as to produce new information, 
and thus improve the social state. When the in- 
formation, whether direct or traditionary, which is 
derived from revelation is disregarded, ‘the social 
state becomes barbarous. 

If these remarks are correct, 1t will follow, that the 
principles which constitute the foundation of civiliza- 
tion, are originally revealed ; or, in other words, part 
of the Scriptures. Some of these principles are still 
imperfectly known among heathens, and afford a 

ood foundation on which new information may be 
built. Whether these principles be more or less 
perfectly known, it appears unquestionable, that if 
we must separate civilization and christianization, 
the latter must precede the former. ‘There can be 
no civilization without the Scriptures. But if the 
revelation of God necessarily produces civilization ; 
if it has done this in the case of our ancestors, the 
question arises, Whether we ought not to c ombine the 
two in our excrtions among the heathen? Why 
need we separate the effects of ri velation, from. that 
revelation 2? Why can we not instruct the ‘heathen j In 
both together? This is the plan which the London 
Missionary Society, and other British Institutions 
have adopted : and this appears to be the proper plan. 
Tn this way, we take with us all the effects of Chris- 
tianity, as well as the first principles which have pra- 
duced these effects. 
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On this subject, then, the two classes of Chris- 
tians, those who think the heathen should first be ci- 
vilized, and those who think they should first be 
christianized, may unite without any difhiculty. They 
may combine their efforts, and with the Gospel send 
out teachers of the useful arts, which the principles 
of revelation have originated. 

With their exertions united, they will find the 
work difficult—difficult, indeed, beyond the concep- 
tion of those who have not contemplated the sub- 


je ct with attention. 


One of these difficulties which lie im the way of 
Missionary exertions is, the manner in which the 
heathen live. They are rovers of the wilderness— 
accustomed to no settled mode of living. How shall 
they be collected together, so as re ularly to hear the 
Gospel? This can be effected only by patience ; 
by following them in their w: anderings ; submitting 
to the inconveniences of such a life, and by faith and 
prayer, leaving the issue with God. ‘This difiiculty 
is not, however, so great in relation to the Pagans } in 
this country on our borders with whom we ha ve In- 
tercourse, as others. Such, for instance, are iniquity 
in trade, the introduction of spirituous liguors among 


them, and the saan manner in which men called 
Christians live amongst them. “ each of the se re- 
spects, atiltil barri lers against the conversion of 


our Indians present themselves to our view. _Thei 
frankness is abused, and cevnntae taken of their ic- 
norance. ‘lheir morals are fully corrupted, and 
the worst examples are oxhibite ‘d to them. They 
naturally reason, that 1f Christianity does not prevent 
its advocates from such misconduct, it will not, or 
cannot, proiit them. 

With all these difficulties, Christians ought not to 
despair. The cause is God’s, ‘and their di ity 1s to per- 


severe ras in this VW Ol k of faith aM nd |: abou r oO; ‘love. ee en- 
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To these revelations therefore men are indebted forthe 
fundamental principles of civilization. Hence we find 
the first Societies were not savage, as many writers on 
Society maintain, but strictly civilized. It was only 
by departing from the truths revealed to them, that 
they became savage. 

The traces of civilization which exist among hea- 
thens, are owing to the remains of traditionary know- 


ledge derived from original revelation which they 


enjoy. On these remains, the mental faculties can 
exert themselves, so as to produce new information, 
and thus improve the social state. When the in- 
formation, whether direct or traditionary, which is 
derived from revelation is disregarded, the social 
state becomes barbarous. 

If these remarks are correct, it will follow, that the 
principles which constitute the foundation of civiliza- 
tion, are originally revealed ; or, in other words, part 
of the Scriptures. Some of these principles are still 
imperfectly known among heathens, and afford a 

ood foundation on which new information may be 
built. Whether these principles be more or less 
perfectly known, it appears unquestionable, that if 
we must separate civilization and christianization, 
the latter must precede the former. ‘There can be 
no civilization without the Scriptures. But if the 
revelation of God necessarily produces civilization ; 
if it has done this in the case of our ancestors, the 
question arises, Whether we ought not toc ombine the 
two in our exertions among the heathen? Why 
reed we separate the effects of revelation, from that 
revelation ? Why can we not instruct the ‘he athen in 
both together? This 1s the plan which the London 
Missionary Society, and other British Institutions 
have adopted : and this appears to be the proper plan. 
In this way, we take with us all the effects of Chris- 
tianity, as well as the first principles. which have pra- 
duced these effects. 
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On this subject, then, the two classes of Chris- 
tians, those who think the heathen should first be ci- 
vilized, and those who think they should first be 
christianized, may unite without any difhculty. ‘They 

may combine their efforts, and w ith the Gospel send 
out teachers of the useful arts, which the principles 
of revelation have originated. 

With their exertions united, they will find the 
work dificult—difficult, indeed, beyond the concep- 
tion of those who have not contemplated the sub- 


je ct with attention. 


One of these difficulties which lic m the way of 
missionary exertions is, the manner in which the 
heathen live. They are rovers of the wilderness— 
accustomed to no settled mode of livmg. How shall 
they be collected together, so as regularly to hear the 
Gospel? ‘This can be effected only by patience ; 
by following them in their w anderings ; ‘submitting 
to the inconveniences of sucha life, and by faith and 
prayer, leaving the issue with God. JT his « difiiculty 
is not, however, so great in relation to the Pagans in 
this country on our ‘borders with whom we have in- 
tercourse, as others. Such, for instance, are iniquity 
in trade, the introduction of spirituous liquors among 
them, and the general manner in w which men called 
Christians live amongst them. In each of these re- 
spects, formidable barriers against the conversion of 
our Indians present the mselyes to our view. Their 
frankness is abused, and advantage taken of their ig 
norance. ‘heir morals are W itfully corrupted, eal 
the worst examples are exhibited to them. They 
naturally reason, that if Christianity does not prevent 
its advocates from such misc onduct, it will not, or 
cannot, profit them. 

With all these difficulties, Christians ought not to 
pa The cause is God’s s, and their duty i is to per- 
severe in this work of faith and labour of love. To en- 
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courage them, they have the command of Christ to his 
disciples, to go into all the world,and publish the Gos- 
pel to every creatur >; as also the various promises of 
God’s word, that the Gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world. With such encou- 
ragement, all who have embarked in this work, ought 
togoon. To be workers together with God, is an 
honour, as well as a duty. Though present exer- 
tions do not produce the issue which many expect, 
yet, unquestionably, great good will result from them. 
The different Missionary Societies, will deposit the 
secd of the Gospei in different parts of the earth. 
There it will abide, and slowly vegetate during that 
period in which we believe God will purge his 
Church and visit the world. To this period we are 
evidently approximating, from the signs of the times. 
Happy is that servant, whom, when his master comes, 
he shall find in this way engaged in discharging his 
duty. 


A View of the Constitution of the Church of Scot- 
land, abridged from the second part of Dr. Hill's 
The olog ical Institutes. 


-2 +c 


(Concluded from page 298.) 


iV. ATE ER the general account given in the pre- 
ceding number of the manner in which powcr is ae 
tribut ted among the judic atorics of the Church ot 
Scotland, we shall attain a more intimate know ede 


of the Ecclesiastical Constitution of this country, if 
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we take a particular review of the objects in relation 
to which the judicial power is exercised. 

The Lord Jesus having required his disciples 
io unite in a regular society, hath invested the rulers 
of that society with the office of admitting those 
whom they judge worthy, of admonishing and re- 
proving those who are admitted, and of suspending 
or excluding them from the privileges of the society. ° 
To the persons employed in this office he hath left 
directions, for the observance of which they are ac- 
countable to him; and he will give his sanction to 
the acts which they perform agreeably to his direc- 
tions. As he has not left them any promise of in- 
fallibility, they may unintentionally, or from corrupt 
motives, pronounce unjust sentences. But this in- 
convenience, which is incident to every exercise of 
power vested i in the hands of men, does not affect 
the final salvation of his subjects. And even with 
regard to eee privileges, it is not without reme- 
dy: for as “‘ Christ, through the Spirit,” in the 
words of “ Confession of Faith, ‘* worketh when, 
and where, and how he pleaseth ; ? 50 Christians are 


justified, in cases of necessity, for resorting to un 


extraordinary method of enjoying that comfort and 
edification which the established order of the Church 
was destined to convey to their souls. 

The judicial power of the Church, when exer- 
cised in consistency with the sovereign authority 

of Christ, and the liberties of his disciples, may be 

conside: red as legitimately extending to the three 
following objects : Gross Immorality, Heresy, and 
Schism. 

1. Gross Immorality. The Constitution of the 
Christian Society, the credit of religion, and the con- 
duct oi the apostles, teach us, that every flagrant 
transgression of the laws of Christ calls for the cen- 
sures of the Church. Yet there has been at differ- 
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ent times arigour in the discipline of the Church 
which appears to us excessive, and which the tem- 
per of our times would not bear. The early Chris- 
tians, exposcd both to obloquy and to persecution, 
employed this discipline as a method of vindicating 
their society from the imputation of secret crimes, 
and of deterring the members from apostacy ; and 
the circumstances which produced this zeal, al- 
though they cannot justify, may excuse their rigour. 
In the third century, Novatian, going far beyond the 
severity of the primitiye discipline, taught, that 
every sin committed after baptism, and particularly 
the guilt which Christians contracted by joining in 
the worship of idols, excluded for ever from the 
communion of the Church. In the fourth century, 
the followers of Donatus, who mingled some pri- 
vate causes of separation with this general principle, 
refused to hold communion with any Church which 
re-admitted those who had once committed a hei- 
nous sin, and regarded as invalid the baptism and 
ordination conferred by any society of Christians 
who had rendered themsclyes impure by such re- 
admission. Soon after the Reformation, the Ana- 
baptists, reviving the principle of Novatian and Do- 
natus, taught, that the Christian Society, whose 
character is holiness, ought to be inaccessible to sin- 
ners, and that any branch of that society which per- 
mits a person who is not a saint to remain in its com- 
munion, ceases to be a part of the Church of Christ. 
The principle of the Donatists and Anabaptists is 
incompatible with the present state of human naturc, 
which does not admit of perfect virtue in any indivi- 
dual, far less ina large society ; and it is contradict- 
ed by the exhortations and reproofs which the apos- 
tles addressed to the Churches in their days, and by 
the confessions of sin which Christians are directed 
to offer when they assemble themselves togcther.— 
We look indeed for atime when the Church, which 
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Christ hath washed in his blood, shall be presented 

him to his father holy and without blemish; and 
that none shall be found members of the invisible 
Church hereafter, who do not follow after holi- 
ness upon earth. But as the endeavours of the 
best are attended with much imperfection, and as the 
visible Church, according to the description given in 
several parables of our Lord, is to continue till the 
end of the workd a mixed society, the discipline 
exercised by its rulers, must be relative to the 
present state of things, or one of the medicines 
which the Lord Jesus hath provided for the frailties 
and trespasses of his disciples, will be converted 
into an oppressive, unmeaning, and capricious ty- 
ranny. 

In that temperate exercise of discipline which the 
general practice of the Church of Scotland recog- 
nizes as congenial to her Constitution, care is taken 
to avoid every appearance of intermeddling officious- 
ly with those matters that fall under the cognizance, 
of the civil magistrate. No solicitude is ever dis- 
covered to engage in the investigation of secret 
wickedness. Counsel, private admonition, and re- 
proof, are employed in their proper season ; and the. 
public censures of the Church are reserved for those 
scandalous sins which bring reproach upon religion, 
which give offence to the Christian Society, and 
which cannot be overlooked without the danger of 
hardening the sinner, of emboldening others to fol- 
low his example, and of disturbing and grievin 
the minds of many worthy Christians. Even wit 
regard to such sins, the temper of modern times has 
adopted the sentence of the lesser rather than what 
is called the greater excommunication ; that is to 
say, suspension from the privileges of the Church, 
and particularly from a participation of the Lord’s 
Supper, is preferred to a public sentence, by which 
the sinner is declared to be cut off from the contntt 


Vou. JV No. VII. § B 
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nion of the Church, and according to the expression 
of the Apostle, ‘* delivered unto Satan.” When 
the offender, instead of being reformed by the sen- 
tence of the lesser excommunication presumptuous- 
ly persists in his former sin, the office-bearers of the 
Church are directed to proceed, with the greatest 

ssible solemnity, to the greater excommunication. 
Vet even ihis sentence is not understood to have 
any effect in dissolving the relations of civil life. It 
leaves access to various means of reformation, and it 
is removed by the sentence of absolution, which the 
Church is always ready to pronounce upon satisfy- 
ing evidence of repentance. 

In prescribing the manner of making profession of 
repentance, a prudent accommodation to circum- 
stances may be expected from those who know the 
spirit of that evangelical precept, ‘* Let us follow 
after the things which make for peace, and things 
wherewith one may edify another.”” In many situa- 
tions, more good arises from the dread of public re- 
buke, than from the rebuke itself; and there is al- 
ways want of wisdom in defeating the end of Church 
censures, by requiring what we know will.not be 
complied with. In Scotland, where the civil magis- 
trate does not afford his aid in giving effect to ex- 
communication, it becomes the oflice-bearers of the 
Church to allow full time for the operation of all le- 
nient methods of reclaiming offenders, before they 
proceed to that extremity which circumstances ma 
sometimes render indispensable, but which it is de- 
sirable to avoid, for this reason among many others, 
that whatever opinion may be entertained with re- 

rd to the sentence of excommunication, whether 
it be respected or despised, the Church has not the 
power of doing any thing more. 

2. Heresy. Although Protestant Churches, re- 
nouncing every elaim of infallibility, do not presume 
to impose upon the consciences of Christians any 
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articles of faith whiclhr are not revealed in the Word 
of God ; yet they consider themselves as invested 
with the office of interpreting Scripture, of publish- 
ing the truths there taught, and of guarding the peo- 
ple against error. They think that they derive from 
the example and the + li of the Apostles, a 
clear warrant to regard unsound doctrine as an ob- 
ject of the judicial power of the Church; and they 
sometimes proceed to inflict the highest censures 
upon those who are guilty of heresy. 

But there are two limitations of this exercise of 
ecclesiastical discipline, which, to the Church of 
Scotland, appear to be prescribed by Protestant prin- 
ciples. | 

First. Heresy, when considered as a legitimate 
object of Church censure, denotes, not the enter- 
tainment of a false opinion in the mind, but the pub- 
lication of that opinion by discourse or by writing, 
Those who are admitted to join in communion with 
the Church, profess, by partaking of the ordinances 
of religion as administered by her office-bearers, that 
they approve of the doctrine which she holds, This 
profession is considered as a sufficient evidence of 
their faith ; and the Church goes beyond her pro- 
vince, when by collecting suspicious circumstan- 
ces, she attempts to expiscate their sentiments. — 
Hence, disclaiming a tyranny which invades the pre- 
rogative’ of the Almighty, and disturbs the tranquil- 
lity with which every man has a right to enjoy his 
own opinions, those only are considered as liable to 
the charge of heresy, whose zeal in the propaga- 
tion of opinions contrary to the doctrine of the 
Church, has a tendency to lead others into what 
she accounts error, and to excite those animo- 
sities and altercations which have ever attended 
the general diffusion of controversial discussions in 
theology. But judging and censuring such persons 
the Church gives notice that she disapproves of their 
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doctrine, and, in execution of the office committed 
to her, warns Christians of the danger of being led 
aside from the truth, and holds forth to their attention 
the faith once delivered to the saints. 

Secondly. Heresy, when considered as a legitimate 
object of Church-censure, must respect some fun- 
damental and pernicious error. 

3. Schism. The same attention is not due to those 
who revile both the regulations enacted by the 
Church, and the authority from which they pro- 
ceed. 

The name of Schism is reserved for separation 
proceeding upon some frivolous reason, which is of- 
ten merely a pretext for gratifying the passions of 
ambition, avarice, resentment, and envy. 

Whatever be the nature of the frivolous or corrupt 
motives which give to separation the character of 
Schism, the conduct of all who deserve the name of 
Schismatics is blameworthy. It does not correspond 
to the descriptions of the Catholic Church, which is 
said in Scripture to be “ one body, in which there 
ought to be no schism ;” it is opposite to the exhor- 
tations and entreaties in which the Apostles recom- 
mend unity and peace ; and in all ages it has appear- 
ed tothe Church deserving of the same reprehen- 
sion and censure which the Apostles directed against 
a similar spirit in their days. 

While the Church of Scotland, by the simplicity 
of her worship, makes less demand upon the obe- 
dience of those who belong to her communion than 
almost any other Church, she does not fail to. warn 
them of the evil of Schism, and to employ every 
Christian method of preserving them from a situa- 
tion in which they naturally imbibe that rancour to- 
wards all who differ from them, that attention to 
things of inferior importance, and that self-sufficien- 
cy or spiritual pride, which are the general charac- 
ters of Schismatics, But when, notwithstanding 
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the united influence of prudence, condescension, and 
authority, separate congregations are formed within 
her bounds, she does not forget that her judiciat 
power with regard to them comes to an end. 

With respect to the Churches of different coun- 
tries, there can be no exercise of judicial power, and 
there is no other judgment recognised by the spirit 
of the Gospel, but the judgment ‘of charity. iivery 
national Church is a whele society within itself, in- 
dependent of every other, and invested with a full 
right to regulate its own concerns. But amongst all 
of them there is a bond of union formed, by their 
subjection to the same Lord, and their profession of 
the same fajth; and upon this union is founded that 
spirit of love which ought to pervade all the Church- 
es of Christ, that brotherly correspondence by which 
they may often promote the comfort and edification 
of one another, and that ‘holy fellowship and com- 
munion of saints in the worship of God, which, as 
God offereth opportunity, is to be extended unto all 
those, who in every place call upon the name of the 
Lord Jesus*.”” This communion certainly supposes 
a consent in the great articles of the Christian faith; 
but it does not imply , either a perfect agreement as 
to every disputable point of doctrine, or an uniformi- 
ty of rites and ceremoniest. It is a just and en- 
larged idea of the venerable Irenzus, that the diver- 
sity of external observances amongst those who hold 
the same great doctrines, illustrates and confirms the 
unity of faith. And all who understand the true 


* See Confession of Faith, Chap. 26. 


t In plurimis provinciis, multa, pro locorum et nominum 
diversitate, variantur, nec tamen propter hoc ab Ecclesiz 
Catholice pace atque unitate aliquando disccssum est. Fir- 
milianus apud C ‘yprianum, epist. 75. § 5. Os per yap orovlos pusacy 
%uepacy Ocey aves YNCEVEbY, ob oe Ovo, 6 ob or XO TOHOVEL Cg MOLY TES Silos espnvevera.y” 
> Osa Dwvece TNS INT EAS Thy 6 .0v0Lay TNS TWhS ELS TUMTNTS. Irenzus apud 
Eusebium, lib. 5. cap. 24, 









































rama 





ee 








Ce nn 








PRI ot 


+ eerie ES 





OOF axe 


_ 


AA 








iin. 


OA AGO Cee tp 
youn 2 = 
= Sameer 
eT 





ES 


OT ttre « 


ee... 


_— 
ee a NM 
Se eR PR: OPO ag ne tae en eam asrtame een an 


Diskeesd Recent R iat ied 


re 








rte 


388 THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE. 


nature of that great society which is constituted by 
the followers of Jesus in every land, have learnt not 
to judge their brethren in respect of days, and meats, 
and drinks, points of doubtful disputation, and mat- 
ters of order ; amidst those differences which are un- 
avoidable in the present state of human nature, they 
are ‘ perfectly joined together in the same mind, 
and in the same judgment ;” and, ‘‘ speaking the 
truth in love,’’ they ‘‘ endeavour to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.’’ 


ee 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE, 


FAITH. 


(Concluded from page 347.) 


So long as, in the language of the religious world, 
the word deliever is considered as synonimous with 
the phrase true Christian, it must be interesting to 
all professed Christians to understand what believing 
is— What is faith? And he must be greatly igno- 
rant of the contents of his Bible, who does not know 
that faith in Jesus Christ is necessary to salvation.— 
He that believeth shallbe saved. He that believeth 
not shall be damned. Sound vigorous Christians 
there are, and there always will be, who do not un- 
derstand the philology of mztiz, and are unable to 
discuss critically the doctrine of faith. But until 
Protestants also adopt the maxim that “* Ignorance 
is the mother of devotion,’’ it will be admitted that 
every one ought to be fully persuaded, in his own 
mind, what faith is, and whether he is himself a 
believer. 

‘The fact that some of the strongest men living are 





Ti 
ee 
ae 
Bute g 
FE 
Wy 
143 ‘ 
we 
& a 
,% ~ 
f 











io Sy ret a es 
ups 6 Scat as te faa 
PA hon Sealiat Ss 


ae < SS Wegh ges eee Ot Ee, oe ne Bg wees 
ie tT NASER ps cote BO RS tae, ee eS 








“_—~ — = 


th 
to 
Ig 
O- 
Ww 


th 
ns 


to 
til 
ice 
rat 
vn 
a 





S = x a6 my 4% 
- 2 atk Sh AW chy ARES Nd ais 
Ra RAE SP Se . 


Rare SL aah 


faith. 383 


entirely ignorant of the number and the nature of the 
muscles of the body, will never be employed as an 
argument against the propriety of studying the ana- 
tomy of man. In like manner, if we rejoice in some. 
godly men, who are more powerful in practising, 
than in describing faith, we do not admit the fact as 
a reason for neglecting the investigation of the doc- 
trine. 

Contend earnestly for the faith which was once de- 
livered unto the saints, is a duty which cannot be ac- 
ceptably discharged by zeal which is not according 
to knowledge. 

It has been already observed, that the meaning of 
the term FAITH is to be ascertained by the significa- 
tion of Tics ; the various acceptations in which it is 
used in Scripture; and the other modes of expres- 
sion employed to communicate the same idea which 

faith represents. 

From an examination of the radical meaning of 
the word, and of the applications made of it, the con- 
clusion has already appeared—‘‘ Faith is such ad- 
mission of the Gospel testimony as complies with its 
design.”” ‘‘ The Believer assents to the truth re- 
vealed, and embraces the Saviour offered to sinners 
in the Gospel.”’? It remains only that we examine, 

3. Other modes of expression employed to com- 
municate the same idea with faith and believing. 

Infinite wisdom. has happily provided, in the reve- 
lation of grace, for such a copious display of evange- 
lical truth, that none of the great Christian doctrines 
depends for its proof upon the interpretation of any 
one single expression, however appropriate and per- 
spicuous. Each doctrine is interwoven with other 
doctrines, with historical facts, with precepts, with 
promises, and with ecclesiastical ordinances. This 
is the case in a remarkable degree with the doctrine 
of FAITH. 


It is expressed by many various modes of speech. 
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To enumerate them, would be, in the present case, 
superfluous. A few instances will suffice to settle a 
canon of criticism, which, like every abstract truth, 
will admit of application to all the particular cases 
belonging te the same class. rs . 

We design, merely, to make it appear, that faith is 
described in Scripture as a knowing and obeying the 
Gospel, and as a receiving Christ, and trusting in 
him for salvation, and so confirm our definition. 

1. Faith is a knowing the Gospel; and its opposite, 


unbelief, is ignorance of- it. John xvii. 6. “ For J 


have given them the words which thou gavest me ; 
and they have received them, and have Known 
surely that I came out from thee, and they have sBe- 
LIEVED that thou didst send me.” 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
« The God of this world hath surnprp the minds 
of them which BELIEVE Nor.” 

2. Faith is a compliance with the Gospel revela- 
tion. 1 John i.'23. “ This is his coMMANDMENT, 


that we should BELIEVE on the name of his Son Je- 


sus Christ.” Unbelief, too, is disobedience. Rom. 
x. 16. “* They have nor all onryep the Gospel : 
for Esaias saith, Lord, who hath BELIEVED our re- 
port ?” 

3. Faith is a recewwing Christ Jesus; and unbelief 
arejecting him. John 1. 12. “ But as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that BELIEVE on his 
name.” 1 Pet. 11. 6—8. “ Behold, I lay in Zion a 
chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that Be- 
LIEVETH on him shall not be confounded. Unto 
you, therefore, which BELIEVE, he is precious: but 


-unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the 


builders DISALLOWED, the same is made the head 





of the corner, and a stone of stumbling, anda rock of © | 


offence, even to them which stumble at the word.”’ 
Mark xii. 10. ** The stone which the builders rez- 
JECTED is become the head of the corner.” 
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4. Faith is a trusting in Christ with the whole 
heart, both for righteousness and salvation. - But un- 
belief treats the Redeemer as unworthy of such con- 
fidence. Rom. x. 10. “ For with the heart, man’ 
BELIEVETH UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 2 Tim. 1, 
12. “ For I know whom I have BELIEVED, and am 

rsuaded that HE 1s ABLE TO KEEP that which T 
Gre COMMITTED unto him against that day.” Eph. 
i. 13. “© In whom ye also rrusteD after that ye 
heard the word of truth, the Gospel of your salva- 
tion.””. Luke xviii. 9. “‘ And he spake this parable 
unto certain which TRUSTED IN THEMSELVES that 
they were righteous.” Deut. xxxii. 15. ‘* And 
LIGHTLY ESTEEMED the rock of his.salvation.” 

Many other modes ‘of expressing the doctrine of 
faith might be specified and supported by Scripture 
testimony ; but these quotations suffice to prove, that 
faith is an intelligent compliance with the Gospel re- 
velation, by recewing Christ with all the heart, and 
trusting in him for righteousness and eternal life*. 

From this view of “ the doctrine of faith,” and 
criticism on the word Mss, by which it is generally 
expressed, may be drawn many instructive and con- 


solatory 
: INFERENCES, 


1. That, which’ is called faith, is the principle of 
all that is distinguishing in the Christian character. 
To bea believer, is to be every thing that is neces- 


* No definition is, all things considered, better calculated 
to convey clearly, precisely, and sufficiently comprehensive- 
ly to the plain man an, idea of the grace of faith, than the 
one which is given by the Westminster Divines, in the fol- 
lowing words: “ Faith in Jesus is a saving grace, whereby 
we receive and rest upon him alone for salvation, as he is of- 
fered to us in the Gospel.” See also a discussion of this 
subject, in his own admirable style of irrefragable argument, 
by Presipent Epwarps, in his Observations on Important 
Doctrines. 


Vou. IV.—No. VII. $C 
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to constitute one an heir of glory. Gal, iii. 26. 
“« For ye are all the Children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus.””» Rom. viii. 17. “* And if children, 
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Jesus 
Christ.” 

2. The reason, why faith is tha¢ principle, and 
that it cannot be otherwise, 1s also demonstrable from 
the premises. That constitution of grace which the 
Gospel reveals, is the only one which Jehovah hath 
made. Upon no other constitution will he dispense 
pardon of sin, or accept any person or act of man 
whatever. Exclusive of this system of grace, then, 
meni are all as much reserved for damnation as are 
devils. Acts iy. 12. ‘* Neither is there-salvation in 
any other: for there is none other name under hea- 
ven given among men whereby we must be saved.” 
But faith, is, in fact, that very compliance with the 
Gospel revelation of this constitution, whereby we 
are spiritually united to Jesus Christ, as our repre- 
sentative, the second Adam, and only Head of his 
Spiritual seed. 

If faith be not the distinguishing principle of the 
Christian character, then one of these things must 
be true; because the contrary involves a manifest 
absurdity Either, 1. There is another method be- 


sides the system of grace, whereby man can be saved. 


and be a Christian also, or, 2. There is no condem- 
nation to some who are not in Christ Jesus, or, 3. 
There is some other way besides coming to the Re- 
deemer by faith, whereby a sinner may become unit- 
ed to Christ and be in him. Each of these supposi- 
tions, however, is so palpably inconsistent with the 
Christian religion, as to involve in absurdity any 
scheme of doctrine of which it forms an essential 


3. Faith precepEs all other gracious exercises, 
and all the good works of man, and bestows upon 
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them that character which render them either good 
or acceptable to God—their evangelical character. 

Jehovah hath appointed the system of Grace to be 
the only medium of intercourse between God and 
fallen man. He prohibits our approaching him by 
any other medium. He hath proclaimed from the 
height of his sanctuary, that all are commanded to 
approach God, by Jesus Christ ; and that none dare 
to draw near in any other name. He neither requires 
nor accepts any exercise, or act, or work of man, but 
according to that constitution which the Gospel re- 
veals. Now, as faith is the soul’s compliance with 
this constitution as revealed, it is perfectly absurd to 
imagine, that any other act or work of man, which 
is performed without such compliance, can be con- 
sidered either as a discharge of our moral obligation, 
or acceptable to God. No repentance, no love, no 
obedience, nothing done by man previous unto, or 
destitute of faith, can be either that which God re- 
quires or which he graciously accepts. To approach 
God, in any way, or in any thing, without faith, is an 
offence against his divine authority. It is to eon- 
tinue in sin. Heb. xi. 6. “‘ But without faith it is, 
impossible to please him: for he that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and that he is a reward- 
er of them that diligently seek him.” In one, word, 
he that cometh to God acceptably in any exercise, 
must come upon the footing of the revelation of 
grace in the Gospel. 

It is faith, moreover, that confers upon the other 
exercises of the mind of man, their evangelical char- 
acter. Is love to God acceptable, or required as the 
sum of the law ? It is that love by which faith work-. 
eth. It is that love only which isexercised upon the 
footing of that revelation of grace unto which faith 
has yielded an intelligent obedience. Is repentance, 
is hope, demanded, encouraged, or accepted ? It is 
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that repentance’, that hope, which is addressed to Jé- 
hovah on the footing of redeeming mercy. Is eter- 
nal life promised to obedience, is justification or par- 
don of sin promised to any gracious exercise of the 
mind of man? It is on account of that faith of 
which the other exercises or works are the signs and 
the fruits; on account of that faith, which, by unit- 
ing the sinner to the Saviour, proves the bond of our 
spiritual communion with him in the benefits of the 
everlasting covenantf. 

- 4.-Itis easy to see why it is so difficult to give a 
short and perfect definition of faith; and according- 
Q to ndeuelt for the diversity of opinions among 

hristians on this important subject. 

There is no one word which, without a figurative 
use of it, can fully represent the exercise of the soul 
m believing. It is impossible also to find a single ex- 
pression, that justly represents that whole sufficiency 
of ‘Christ for salvation which. faith contemplates. 
A!l metaphorical expressions are liable to be misun- 
derstood and distorted. Christ Jesus is revealed to 
us in the Gospel; we know him. He is gloriously 
excellent ; we love him: He is the offered gift of 
God; we receive him. In his all-sufficiency, we 
embrace him. Thisis faith. 

No one word is.so adequate to represent this sub- 
ject correctly, as the word which the Gospel most 
frequently employs, Miss, with its derivatives. 


* It isnot intended here to touch upon the question, are 
devils. under moral obligation to penitence? But it is in- 
tended to assert, unequivocally, that devilish repentance, the 
repentance of profane Esau and of the traitor Judas, or any 
repentarice that excludes faith, or even dispenses with it, is 
not, cannot be, evangelical repentance—that repentance 
which God either requires of us or accepts from us. 

t See this subject argued with irresistible force by Presi- 
dent Edwards, in answer (o the first objection against the 
doctrine of justification by faith alone, in his sermon on Rom. 
iv. 5. 
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.. The Gospel is preached*in order to bring sinners 
to the Saviour. ‘The sinner, by a divine blessing on 
the word, is #eru;u, persuaded to embrace Jesus 
Christ as he is offered. He has, tMsu«, faith, and 
thereby receives and rests upon the Redeemer for 
salvation. ae 

5. This view of the subject explains why religion 
is more frequently characterized by faith and believ- 
ing, in the New Testament Scriptures, than i the 
Old ‘Testament. 

Tusis is the admission of testimony for the precise 
urpose for which it was given. The testimony of 
esus is now the bond ‘of our pious intercourse with 

the Divinity. Itis, of course, the characteristic of 
our religion to receive this testimony. 

Under the original economy, innocent man must 
believe God, but ebedience was the characteristic of 
his piety. Under the economy of grace, we must 
obey God, but faith is the characteristic of our piety. 
This system was not completed under the Old Tes- 
tament, nor did it receive its form of a testamentary 
dispensation, until the death of the testator. Now, 
however, the faithful and true witness hath left us 
his testimony in a complete form ; and because the 
whole of our piety has respect to that revelation, 
faith is justly considered as the characteristic of the 
Christian religion. ‘The very phraseology of Scrip- 
ture has undergone a corresponding change ;~ and 
hence the frequent use of the words faith, believer, 
believing, in the New Testament. 

6. This explains in what manner “ the just lives 
by faith.” We are justified by faith, in its first act, 
and the continuity of our justification depends 
upon the continuity of our unron with Jesus Christ, 
which faith effects. The subsequent acts of believ- 
ing are of the same kind with tie first ; for faith is 
the outgoing of the soul to God, in Christ Jesus, up- 
on the footing of the revelation of the constitution of 
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mercy. Hereby, have we, in our Lord, righteous- 
ness, and strength, and communion with him in 

ce and glory. Heb, x. 19—22. “ Having, 
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest 
by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, 
which he hath consecrated for us through the vail, 
that is to say, his flesh; and having an high-priest 
over the house of God, let us draw near with a true 
heart, in full assurance of faith. And when he who 
is our life shall appear, we shall appear with him in 


glory.” | 
———at GD ee 
REVIE W. 

A full-length Portrait of Calvinism. By an old 
fashioned Churchman. The second edition, with 
additions and corrections. New-York, T. & J. 
Swords, 1809. pp. 55. 12mo. 

(Continued from page 271.) 


VV E, prosecute our examination of this ‘ Por- 
trait’ with great reluctance. There is nothing in it 
to praise, but every thing tocondemn. We are not 
so much disgusted with the sophistry of the old fash- 
ioned Churchman when he attempts to reason, as 
we are at his effrontery, when he pretends to quote 
writers. We have convicted him of mistaking, ei- 
ther ignorantly or wilfully, the words of Calvin’s op- 
ponents, for Calvin’s. words. One instance of dis- 
jointed quotation has been adduced, and more were 
promised. But as we shall be under the necessity 
of introducing Calvin’s own reasoning at considera- 
ble length, to prove that they are disjointed, we. wave 
the fulfilment of our promise, in order that we may 
previously notice one or two mutilated extracts, each 


being 


“ a false creation, 





Proceeding from the heat oppressed brain.” 
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Concerning them the author, if he has not wilfully 
mistaken them, on acool, accurate re-examination, 
will feel himself constrained to say, 


« Mine eyes are made the fools o’ the other senses.” 


The first instance of such quotation which we 
shall notice, is inp. 17*. The author quotes Isaiah 
Ixv. 2. and then says, Upon this passage, Calvin thus 
comments, in direct opposition to his own system : 
“« By spreading forth the hands is meant a daily sum- 
moning them to draw and unite them to himself;” 
and a little after, ““ The Lord never speaks unto us, 
but he therewith stretcheth forth his hand o unite us 
unto himself, and causeth us to feel that he is near 
unto us. Yea, he so manifests his fatherly love, and 
so willingly accepts of us, that if we yield not ‘obe- 
dience unto his voice, we ought justly to impute the 
same to our own frowardness.”’ 

The whole commentary of Calvin, which is here 
compressed, is as follows : 

“ He accuses the Jews, and complains of their in- 
gratitude and contumacy: and from hence shows 
that there was no cause for them to say, that God 
wronged them if he transferred his grace to others. 
The Jews boasted and magnified themselves towards 
God, as if they were elected on account of their me- 
rit. God, on account of this ingratitude and inso- 
lence, rejects them as unworthy, and upbraids them, 
because, to no purpose, he had stretched forth his 
hands that he might persuade and reconcile them te 
himself: for by the stretching forth of his hand, he 
means his daily invitation. But God stretches forth 
his hand to us in various ways. Jor he draws us to 
himself, either by his power or his word. In this 


* We forgot, in the last number, to refer the reader te 
Calvin’s tract on predestination. It is contained in the 7th 
vol. of Calvin’s Works, printed at Geneva, 1617. The mu- 
tilated extract is p. 704, 2d col. 
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place reference is had chiefly to his word. God never 
to us, but at the same time he stretches out 
his hand that he may unite us to himself, and. that 
we may perceive he, in return, is near unto us. Nay, 
he embraces us, and shows a paternal solicitude, so 
that if we do not yield to his invitation it must be 
our own fault.” 
. The reader will perceive the distinction which 
Calvin makes between God’s power and his word in 
the above quotation, (which distinction is omitted 
by our author*,) and the remark he makes, that 
«¢ in this place, reference is had, not to the power, 
but the word of God.” In this, then, there is no op- 
position, to his own system, in Calvin. _ On the con- 


* This omission is not unlike to that of which Archdeacon 
Daubeny was guilty. This man is at the head of the high- 
toned Episcopalians in England. In his work called Vindi- 
ciz, noticing Mr. Overton’s assertion, that the Church of 
England affirms the faith which is barren, is not properly 
called faith, he censures him.: -“ It does not occur to me,” 
says he, “ where our Church speaks thus, but. I certainly 
know where our reformers speak the very opposite lan- 
guage.” He proceeds to state, “ that in the homily on faith, 
‘that which is called ¢ dead faith,’ is properly called faith.”— 
He refers to the first part of the above homily, but unfortu- 
nately for Ais understanding or veracity, he has left out the 
little-word “ not,” inasmuch as the homily says, “ this is not 
properly called faith.” Ofthis “ mistake,” the Archdeacon 
was convicted by the Christian Observer. He plead in an- 
swer, that in the edition he quoted, “ not’’ was left out. This 
vindicated Ais veracity, but left Ais understanding to suffer 
most sadly, as all can see who will take the trouble of reading 
the homily. See Christian Observer, vol. 3. p. 203. and vol. 
5.p. 83. And yet this is the man whom the “ Old fashion- 
ed Churchman” praises; and whom his Bishop, in his ser- 
mon, preached 1809, to the Convention of this State, p. 12. 
pronounces one of the most candid and able disfutants of 
the Churchof England.” Such candid and adle disputants, 
have appeared in this country too, who, in quoting Calvin, 
omitted also a little, but important word, which alters the 
whole sensc. See Miller’s Continuation of Letters, p. 112 
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gary, a leading feature of that system is here distinct- 
Jy exhibited, viz. a difference. between God’s gene- 
ral and his effectual call; or, in other words, between 
his purpose and command. To notice this distinc- 
tion, by quoting Calvin’s words as above, would 
have proved the opposition, of which our author 
speaks, to exist, not in Calvin, but in himself. The 
same distinction he has remembered to forget, if he 
ever took the pains of reading, before he quoted 
Calvin on Matt. xxiii. 37. 

Upon this passaze, he says, (p. 19.) Calvin com- 
ments. ‘“* God attempted, in a way of gentleness and 
fair speaking, to allure the Jews unto him; that his 
benignity was great towards them; that his invitations 
were more than mother-like”—with much more, 
adds the Churchman, to the same purpose. ‘* What 
a compound of falsehood and inconsistency is Cal- 
vinism !” 

We shall not show the mutilated manner in which 
Calvin’s Comment is here translated, but merely in- 
troduce the following extract from that Comment. 

‘* But since this place has been used ‘o prove free 
will, and to overturn the doctrine of God’s secret 
predestination, the solution is easy. God; say they, 
wills that all should be gathered, therefore it must be 
free to all to come, nor does their will depend upon 
the election of God. I answer, that the will of God, 
of which mention is here made, is to be considered 
apart from the effect. For since by his word he pro- 
miscuously calls all to salvation, and this is made the 
end of preaching, that all might fly to his protection 
and faith, it is justly said that he is willing to gather 
all to himself. Therefore, in this place, the secret 
counsel of God is not meant, but his will as it is seen 
inhis word. For certainly those whom he wills ef- 
fectually to.gather, he draws internally by his Spirit, 
and not merely invites by the external voice of man. 
If any except that we constantly suppose there are 
Von. IV.—No. VIL 5 2D 
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two wills in God ; I answer, we cannot but believe 
that his will is one and simple, but because our 


minds cannot penetrate the profound, secret abyss of 


election, the will of God is proposed to us as two- 
fold, to suit the measure of our infirmity.” 

This twofold view of the will of God satisfactori- 
ly explains to us the meaning of Calvin’s language 
on the doctrine of redemption. We know that our 
opponents ridicule this distinction, but, unfortunate- 
ly for their cause, they thus ridicule Scripture. 
* They argue,’ says President Edwards, ‘ we hold a 
contrariety in God, as if one will of his contradicted 
another. However, if they will call this a contradic- 
tion of will, we know that there is such a thing; 
so that it is the greatest absurdity to dispute about it. 
We, and they know, it was God’s secret will that 
Abraham should not sacrifice his son Isaac ; but yet 
his command was, that he should do'it. We know 
that God willed that Pharaoh’s heart should be har- 
dened, and yet that the hardness of his heart was sin. 
We know that God willed the Egyptians should 
hate God’s people. Ps. cv. 25. ‘* He turned their 
hearts to hate his people, to deal subtilly with his 
servants.”’ We know that it was God’s will that Ab- 
salom should lie with David’s wives. 2 Sam. xii. 11. 
‘Thus saith the Lord, behold I will raise up evil 
against thee, out of thine own house; and I will take 
thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy 
neighbour: and he shall lie with thy wives in the 
sight of thissun. For thou didst it secretly, but I 
will do this thing before all Israel and before the 
sun.”? We know that God willed that Jeroboam 
and the ten tribes should rebel. The same may be 
said of the plunder of the Babylonians; and other 
instances might be given. The Scripture plainly 
tells us, that God wills to harden some men, Rom. 
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ix. 18. that he willed that Christ should be killed by 
men*,”’ &c. 

These scriptural facts completely establish the dis- 
tinction which Calvin adopts. In no other way than by 
the adopting this distinction, can we avoid falling into 
the blasphemy of making God the author of sin, which 
he himself most explicitly disavows, when he assures 
us he hates siz, and will punish it. Thus Calvin, in 
Book [. chap. 14. sect. 16. of his Institutes, says, 
speaking of Satan, “‘ Whatsoever damnable thing 
he hath, he hath gotten to himself by his own apos- 
tacy of all. Of which the Scriptures therefore warns, 
least believing that such an one was made by God, 
we should ascribe that to God which is furthest re- 
moved from him. For this feason doth Christ say, 
that Satan speaketh of his own, when he speaketh 
lies ; and addeth a cause why, ‘ because he abode 
not in the truth,’ John vil. 44. Now, when he saith 
that he abode not in the truth, he showeth that once 
he had been in the truth. And when he maketh him 
the father of lying, he prevents him from charging 
that sin to God, of which he is the source or cause 
to himself. And although these things are briefly 
and not very plainly spoken, they still are abundant- 
ly sufficient to vindicate the majesty of God from all 
calumny.” . 

We have given this extract at length, because on 
this subject the venerable Calvin has been misrepre- 
sented; as also because it assists us in ferming a de- 
finite opinion of his use of the distinction between 
the purpose and command of God. Disobedience 
to the latter, involves sinners in guilt, and exposes 
them to condemnation ; because their disobedience 
has no reference to the former, or the secret will of 
God. Nor will the purpose of God, or his secret 
will, constitute his rule for judging or determining 
the fate of sinners in the eternal world. We are 


* Edwards’ Remarks, or Miscellancous Observations, yol. 
9 ~ 
we D, 96, 97 ® 
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. v 2 * 
bound to honour. Ais. command when it is made 
known to us, and to consider it as agreeing with his 


purpose. If we do not act in this manner, we charge 


God with insincerity and awful mockery of his crea- 
tures. Hence C lvin every where insists, that be- 
tween the purpose and command of God there is no 
contradiction ; and. directs us to his righteousness 
and.wisdom, for the reason of many things which to, 
us are inexplicable. 

In his remarks on this subject, he proceeds upon 
the truth, that God is wicomprehensible, and there- 
fore many things relating to God’s dealings with us, 
must be beyond our reach. In those matters which 
we cannot understand, he vindicates the perfections 
of God, and proves our wretched apostacy. The. 
tenour of his argument, in different places, is this: 
‘ That as we are corrupted creatures, darkened in 
our understandings, and depraved in our wills, we 
ought to submit to his direction, who dwelleth in 
light, and is infinitely perfect.’ He resolves eve 
mystery of the Scriptures, in the divine will which 
has revealed it. And in this he acts wisely: for 
to substitute any other standard, by which to de- 
termine what is truth, is to let men loose to follow 
their passions and-caprices. Fully convinced of the 
Scriptures being the Word of God, he admits no 
truths, which they reject; no motives, which the 
disallow ; and considers, ‘ Thus saith the Lord,’ as 
reason sufficient to be given in any case. Hence we 
find, on the doctrine of redemption by Jesus Christ, 
he has adopted the Scripture phraseology, which, at 
one time, informs us, ‘ Christ gave his life a ransom 
for many ;’ and, at another time, that ‘ the good 
Shepherd gave his life for the sheep.’ 

Because he has thus reverenced the Word of God, 
the Old fashioned Churchman has, on this point, as 
wellas on other points, charged him with inconsisten- 
cy. But as we read what he has penned, we thought 
of Priam in his attack on Pyrrhus, 
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“ Sic fatus senior, telumque imbelle sine ictu 

“ conjecit.” 
We pitied the feebleness of the ‘ old man,’ but 
could not, as in Priam’s case, honour the motive 
which prompted the attack. 

Calvin has not, on the subject of the extent of 
Christ’s redemption, expressed himself as explicitly 
as he would have done, had it been a matter of de- 
bate among Protestants. His great antagonists were 
the Roman Catholics; and one of the principal ob- 


jects of his censure, their doctrine of satisfactions for 


sin, which derogated from Christ’s merit. He, there- 
fore, on all proper occasions, contrasts Christ’s ran- 
som for sin, to these paltry and wretched satisfac- 
tions. This he does in his Commentary on Matt. 
xx. 28. and also in his Commentary on 1 Tim. ii. 6. 
In the last place, he says, ‘ In this way, (referring to 
the Popish doctrine of satisfactions,) that which was 
an universal and perpetual benefit, (viz. redemption 
by Christ,) they restrict to a small portion of time, 
and to one class of men.’ These passages, and some 
others* have been quoted as favouring the doctrine of 
universal redemption, but really without a sufficient 
reason, when their connexion is closely examined. 
We are the more confirmed in this conclusion, be- 
cause Calvin in his Commentary on 1 John ii. 2. ex- 


‘plains the whole world to be ‘ all who embrace the 


Gospel by faith.’ He also admits the distinction 
which prevails in the Schools, that Christ has died 
sufficiently for the whole world, but effectually only 
for the elect. But considering that the design of the 
Apostle was, to exhibit this blessing as common to 
“the whole Church,’ he explicitly excludes repro- 
bates from the all who are here meant. We give the 


* Matt. xxvi. 28. Rom. v. 15, &c. In his comment on the 
former paséage, he says— he, (i. e. Christ,) opposes many 
to one. As if he had said, he would not be the Redeemer 
of one man, but would suffer death that he might free mary 
from the guilt of the curse.” , 
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whole Commentary, in his own words, beneath, for 
the satisfaction of those who may be disposed to ex- 
amine for themselves, but have not the work*, 

After comparing what this venerable reformer 
says, in different places, his view of this subject can- 
not be more correctly expressed than in the words of 
an excellent Episcopalian, a Christian indeed, though 
not an Old fashioned Churchman} like our authorf. 

“* That Christ died for all men objectively, as the 
only object of faith and hope to be set before a// men, 
the whole world, every creature of mankind, is and 
must be readily granted. ‘There is no name given 
under heaven, whereby men can be saved, but the 
name only of our Lord Jesus Christ. His name only 
therefore is to be preached to all the world for this 
end ; and we may add, that, if there were ten thou- 
sand worlds of sinful men, the merit of his atone- 
ment is of such infinite sufficiency, as would pro- 
pitiate for them all, if actually received by or mer- 
cifully extended to them. 


* Amplificationis causa hoc addidit, ut certo persuasi sint 
fideles, expiationem a Christo partam,ad omnes extendi qui 
Evangelium fide amplexi fuerint. Sed hic movetur ques- 
tio, quo modo mundi totius peccata expientur. Omitto phre- 
neticorum deliria, qui hoc pretextu reprobos omnes, ade- 
oque Satanam ipsum in salutem admittunt. Tale portentum 
refutatione indignum est. Qui hanc absurditatem volebant 
effugere, dixerunt, sufficienter pro toto mundo passum esse 
Christum ; sed pro electis tantum: efficaciter. Vulgo hec 
solutio in Scholis obtinuit. Ergo quanquam verum esse illud 
dictum fateor: nego tamen presenti loco quadrare. Ne- 
que enim aliud fuit consilium Johannis, quam toti Ecclesiz 
commune facere hoc bonum. £rgo sub omnibus, refirobos 
non comprcehendit: sed eos designat qui simul credituri 
erant, et qui fier varias mundi filagas disfersi erant. Tunc 
enim vere, ut par est, illustratur Christi gratia, quum unica 
esse mundi salus predicatur. 

+ Mr. Searle, in his work called Charis, or Reflections up- 
on the office of the Holy Spirit in the Salvation of Men. 
An excellent work, worthy the perusal of every person who 
loves the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. 
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‘But it must be admitted also, that Christ died e/- 
fectively for those only, who are actually and finally 
saved, through the merit of his cross and passion. 
For, as it would involve a strange and unscriptural 
solecism to say, that Christ zs really and intentionally 
the Saviour of those, who are not or never will be 
saved ; so it is a precious truth, that none of those, 
whom he hath purchased with his own blood, ever 
were, or shall be, lost. 

s* This distinction may be further illustrated by that 
eminent type of the Redeemer under the Law, the 
Brazen Serpent. This was hung up and exposed to 
general view, and was instituted as an object of faith, 
denoting Christ bearing Sin and the Curse, to a// the 
camp of Israel without exception; and the direc- 
tion to view it fer remedy was sent generally and 
without exception to all. But it was of actual bene- 
fit to none but those, who felt the rankling poison in 
their bodies threatening death, and who, accepting 
the general proclamation and promise, looked up be- 
lievingly to the Cross, (for such it is believed to have 
been,) or Pole, on which the Serpent hung. These 
persons, therefore, lived by looking and believing : 
to all the rest, though equally set before them all, the 
emblem was merely an outward sign, which indeed 
might be examined and descanted upon with the ni- 
cest accuracy, but, without faith in the divine pro- 
mise, imparted no real comfort or advantage to body 
or mind. 

“In like manner, Christ may be said to be a umi- 
versal object of faith, as proposed universally to all 
men; but the efficacious object to those only, who 
have been led by the Divine Spirit to feel the plague 
of their own hearts, the curse and bitterness of sin, 
their ruinous alienation from the life of God, and to 
seek relief through the blood of the cross.” 


(To be continued } 
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DOMESTIC. 


The third report of the Bible Society of Philadcifphia, read 
before the Society, May \, A. D. 18:1. 


THE Managers of tl:e Bible Society of Philadelphia, in executing 
that part of their chartered trust -by which it is rendered incumbent 
“ that they lay annually before the society a statement of the issue of 
their labours with respect to the objects of the society,” find, at this 
time, a lively pleasure in the performance of their duty. The year past, 
though it has not been marked with any event or occurrence of great 
Magnitude or interest in the concerns of the society, has notwithstand- 
ing, been distinguished by that uniformity of happy results in the ma- 
nagement of our ordinary business, which enlivens hope, animates exer- 
tion, and dictates gratitude to the Author of all good. 

Early in the last summer the managers were informed that, in some 
few instances, the charity of the society in the gift of bibles had been 
abused, by their being offered for sale, or pawned for other articles. 
From the first it was foreseen that it would be impossible entirely to 
preclude this evil, because it is incident to the very nature of all chari- 
tres. But though a greater measure of the evil than had been anticipa- 
ted was not discovered, yet as every instance of the kind is not only an 
act of flagitious wickedness in itself, but has a most unhappy.influence 
in discouraging contributions to the funds of the society, the managers 
felt themselves peculiarly called on to do all in their power to prevent a 
repetition of these acts of fraud and impiety. They accordingly divi- 
ded the city and suburbs of Philadelphia into districts, appointed a dis- 
tributer of bibles in each,—directed that the most particular inquiries 
should be made into the character of those who should apply for 
bibles ; that, as far as practicable, the dwellings of applicants should be 
visited ; and in a word, that the best endeavours should be used, before 
a book was bestowed, to ascertain that it was likely to be applied to its 
proper use. Since the adoption of these measures, no cases of the spe- 
cified abuse have come to the knowledge of the managers; and few, it 
is believed, will hereafter take place in the city. Precautions, similar 
in their spirit to those employed by the managers in Piiladelphia, but 
varied in their application as circumstances may require, will, it is 
hoped, be used by all those who distribute the scriptures in the various 
parts of the State. Care, indeed, must be taken not to discourage, but 
rather to invite applications, from those who need, and who will duly 
prize the gift of a bible: but all proper means should certainly be de- 
vised and employed, to prevent impositions and to detect impostors 
Yet, after all, the managers are still of the opinion, which was ex- 
pressed in the first address of the society, that though the guilt of the 
frauds contemplated admits of no palliation, yet the favourers of this 
charity ought to be less influenced by the apprehension of them, than 
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perhaps in any other concern; for though a bible may be improperly 
obtained, yet, “ wherever it shall be found, it will be a bible still; and 
it may teach the knave to be honest, the drunkard to be sober, and the 
profane to be pious.” 

During the last year, the managers have distributed one thousand 
eiglit hundred and fifty-eight bibles and new testaments. Of these, 
twelve English bibles, and twelve new testaments, and six French new 
testaments, were sent to the Lazaretto, below the city, on the Dela- 
ware; one half of which were to be left for the constant use of such 
persons as might be confined there by indisposition, the other half to be 
distributed among suitable persons on their teaving the place. 

Fifty English bibles, and twelve new testaments, have been sent for 
distribution in Washington county, Penn. Twelve English bibles and 
twelve new testaments to Geneva, in the state of New-York. Twelve 
English bibles and twelve new testaments to a region above Albany, 
New-York. ‘I'wenty English bibles to a new settlement on Susquehan- 
na, in Pennsylvania. Twenty English bibles and twenty new testa- 
ments to Steubenville, on the Ohio. ‘Thirty English bibles and twenty- 
five new testaments to West Chester, Pennsylvania. Twelve English 
bibles to Alexandria, Virginia. Six English bibles and twelve German 
new testaments to Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. One hundred En- 
glish bibles and twenty-five new testaments to George G. Miller, and 
John Heckewelder, missionaries of the Moravian brethren among the 
Indians. Twelve English bibles and twelve new testaments to the 
Alms House, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Six Welsh bibles, and one 
English bible, to Ebensburgh, Pennsylvania. Seventy two English 
bibles, at two different times, to Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Twelve English 
bibles to Long Branch, New-Jersey, for the use of the fishermen. Thirty- 
four English bibles and twelve German bibles, to the Cherokee Indians, 
under the superintendence of the Moravian brethren. Fifty English 
bibles to Pine Creek, Pennsylvania. Fifty English bibles and six Ger- 
man new testaments to men employed in the iron works, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania. Six English bibles to the asylum of the Magdalen so- 
ciety, Six English bibles to Columbia, Pennsylvania. Twenty-eight 
English bibles to be distributed by an agent, in the necessitous parts of 
the country at large. Six English bibles to Newcastle, state of Dela- 
ware. Six German bibles to Berk’s County, Pennsylvania. Two hun- 
dred English bibles, and fifty French new testaments, to St. Genevieve 
in Louisiana. Thirty-eight English bibles and twelve German new 
testaments to the frontiers of the country, to be distributed by the 
Rev. Mr. Osgood, a missionary. 

The remaining number of bibles, stated as having been distributed 
within the year, have been given away within the city and suburbs of 
Philadelphia, and the country adjacent. 

The whole number of bibles and new testaments distributed by this 
society, since it was organized about two years and a half ago, is five 
thousand four hundred and twenty-two. And as it has been a rule of 
distribution from the first, not to give a copy of the scriptures where 

one was already possessed, and as very many of the copies have been 
for the use of families, there is reason to believe that, through the 
immediate agency of this society, the words of eternal life are now 
read or heard by at least eight thousand souls, who three years since, 
were strangers to this inestimable blessing. 
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It will, no doubt, be gratifying to the society to be informed, that in 
the course of the Jast year six additional bible societies have been es 
tablished in various parts of the United States. ‘The whole number 
which now exists in the American union is fifteen. The most perfect cor- 
diality subsists among these sister institutions: and as our society was 
first established, we have been honoured with addresses and applica- 
tions from the most of them, inviting us to correspondence, and to 
make known the result of our experience, and our methods of conduct- 
ing business. It has given us pleasure to communicate whatever in- 
formation or assistance we had in our power. In some cases we have 
acted as their agents, to effect an advantageous purchase of bibles; and 
we have also been able to furnish them with a few copies in the French, 
German, Welsh, and Gaelic languages, which they could not other- 
wise have obtained, without waiting for an importation from Europe. 
At the suggestion of one of these societies, eighty copies of the Gaelic 
bible, at cost and charges, have been furnished to a Scotch settlement, 
in the State of North Carolina. 

In their last report, the managers announced to the society that a 
set of stereotype plates, for the printing of the bible in English, had 
been ordered from Britain. ‘Those plates have been preparing, with 
all practicable expedition, through the year past; and, by information 
gome time since received, they are supposed to be now completed. If 
the importation of them shall be permitted, they may be expected to be 
in use in the course of the current year: And then we shall lave the 
pleasure of furnishing copies of the scriptures of a superior kind, and 
at the lowest rates, not only for our own use, but for the accommoda- 
tion, as far as it may be desired, of all our sister institutions in the 
United States. 

The heavy expensé of the stereotype plates, and the purchases made 
of bibles for the supply of the constant and large demands which have 
been made for them, have rendered it necessary for the managers, dur- 
ing the year past, to use their best exertions to increase the funds of 
the society. Applications for contributions have accordingly been con- 
tinued in the city of Philadelphia, as far as circumstances would ad- 
mit. But the measure on which our chief reliance has been placed, 
has been a plan for engaging religious congregations, of various deno- 
minations throughout the State, to make an annual contribution in aid of 
our funds. Many considerations seemed powerfully to recommend this 
measure. It appeared equitable that our country brethren should share 
with the citizens of Philadelphia in the expense, the pleasure, and the 
honour of this extensive ind. important charity. At the same time it 
was manifest, that if the system proposed should be adopted and conti- 
nued, it would, without being burdensome to any, furnish a full and 
permanent supply of all the funds which the society would need. But 
what was considered as even more important than all the rest, the plan 
recommended would erect a small auxiliary bible society in every con- 
tributing congregation, and thus ensure a constant supply of the scrip- 
tures, and a discreet distribution of them, to every neighbourhood in 
Pennsylvania. We therefore drew up and published, in the month of 
July last, an address to those congregations who may, in a sort, be con- 
sidered as represented in this society, by having one or more of the 
members of their several communions placed in the board of managers. 
In this address the plan to which we have just adverted was fully de- 
tailed, and earnestly recommended. Whether it will be generally 
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adopted or not, remains yet to be seen. Some congregations, of differ- 
ent denominations, have already acted upon it with spirit and liberality. 
And the managers think it their duty to seize this opportunity, to re- 
quest that all the friends of the institution, who may hear or read this 
report, will encourage and endeavour to set forward the measures re- 
commended in the address we have mentioned ;—measures equally cal- 
culated to afford an important, if not an essential aid, to the funds of 
the society, and to give effect to the very design of its institution, the 
communication of the holy scriptures to all the necessitous in the State 
in which the society is established. Neither, it is hoped, will the 
friends of the institution think it improper, that we here suggest the 
propriety of their using suitable endeavours to obtain testamentary be- 
quests to the society. To become able to receive these was a leading 
motive in our application for a legal incorporation: And the distribu- 
tion of bibles is so interesting and unexceptionable a charity, that it is 
believed there is none which pious christians will generaily be more 
willing to promote, by such legacies as they may have destined to be- 
nevolent purposes. 

We have to acknowledge, and we do it with lively gratitude, the ree 
ception, through the year past, of a number of generous and seasona- 
ble donations. These will appear generally, in the statement of the 
treasurer, which will accompany this report. There are, however, a 
few items which call for a more particular notice.—The first is a dona- 
tion from lord Crawford and Lindsey, in England, of 25/. sterling, or 
111 dollars, which, on hearing of the organization of our society, he 
was pleased to present to it without any solicitation—The second is 
the appropriation, by the editors of “The Religious Instructor,” 2 
monthly miscellany or magazine, published at Carlisle, in Pennsylva« 
nia, of the whole nett proceeds of that publication, to the funds of this 
mstitution.—The third is the very generous grant of 300 dollars, which 
the bible society of Beaufort, in South-Carolina, have intimated that 
they have made, and intend to forward, for the purpose of assisting in 
paying for the stereotype plates which we have ordered. 

The fourth benefaction to be mentioned is of so peculiar a kind, and 
attended with so many remarkable circumstances, that it is believed the 
society will be gratified by hearing the account of it in detail. This 
will principally be given by taking an extract from the minutes of the 
managers, on the 25th of October, 1810. It is as follows, viz. 

« The meeting was called for the special purpose of laying before 
the board of managers the following letter, received by the treasurer, 
which was ordered to be entered in full on the minutes, as follows. 


Rosert Raurston, Esa. 
Alexandria, October 16th, 1810. 
Sir, 

We, the pastors of the Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Methodist con- 
gregations, send you the sum of 546 dollars and 31 cents, for the use 
ef the bible socicty. 

This money came in a singular manner into our hands. We were. 
visited by a Mr. ——, under the assumed character of a missionary 
srom a society, said by him to be established at St. Louis, in upper Lou- 
isiana, for the purpose of meliorating the condition of the savage 
tribes: the vouchers, which he had artfully drawn up, had hitherto 
furthered his views: Having nearly completed his collections here, he 
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was detected as an impostor, and went off, leaving behind him most of 
the money which he had collected here, and at other places in his pro. 











gress through Virginia. His real name is . Letters of inqui- 
ry have been forwafded to St. Louis, the answers to which affirm that 
no such society exists there, nor the name of or known. On 


a consultation of a committee of the different congregations in this 
town relative to the appropriation of the money, it was unanimously 
agreed that it should be transmitted by us to the bible society in Phila- 
delphia, directing the society to disperse the bibles which the above 
sum may procure, among the frontier settlements. Please to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of this, and direct it to the secretary of the commit- 
tee, Thomas Vowell, Esq. president of the bank of Potomac. 

With best wishes for the success of the society, we remain, sir, very 
respectfully, yours obediently, 

FRANCIS BARCLAY, Rector of the P. E. church. 

JAMES MUIR, Pastor of the Presbyterian church. 

SEELY BUNN, of the Methodist E. church. 

WILLIAM L. GIBSON, Rector of St. Paul’s E. church. 
«© Whereupon, resolved— 

1, That the board accept the sum of money specified in the above 
letter, and order that bibles to its full amount be purchased, and for- 
warded for distribution among the frontier settlements.” [In several 
other resolutions thanks were returned to the writers of the letter, and 
arrangements made for collecting information, relative to those parts 
of the frontiers where bibles were most needed.— After which } 

“© The corresponding secretary produced and read a letter, dated 
October 5th, 1810, from an anonymous writer, requesting that the so- 
ciety would, if practicable, forward some bibles to St. Genevieve, on 
the western bank of the Missisippi, below the Missouri; and containing 
other matters respecting the propagation of the gospel in this quarter, 
not within the general powers of the bible society. The good sense 
and spirit of piety and philanthropy apparent in this letter, together 
with a consideration. of the singular occurrence that the sum of 546 
dgllars and 31 cents, this night received by the managers from Alexan- 
dria, was collected under the pretence of promoting the cause of reli- 
gion in this very quarter, induced the adoption of the following resolu- 
tion— 

“* Resolved, That 200 English bibles, and 50 French new testaments, 
be sent forward to the care of Dr. Aaron Elliott, of St. Genevieve, for 
the purpose of being distributed among proper objects.” 

Thus it appears that an impostor collected, and afterwards strangely 


“yelinquished a considerable sum of money, which was appropriated to 


the purchese of bibles for the frontiers of our country ; that the very 
evening on which this money was received, an unknown correspondent 
stated satisfactory facts and reasons to show that the very region from 
which the impostor pretended to have come, was that to which bibles 
needed immediately to be sent; and though it does not appear on the 
minutes, it was communicated to the society, that two gentlemen, (one 
of whom is mentioned in the last resolution,) who were known to the se- 
cretary, and well qualified and circumstanced to distribute bibles in that 
uncultivated region, would cheerfully take charge of the concern. Leav- 
ing these facts to originate such reflections as, without comment, they 
may seem calculated to suggest, we think proper to state, in this con- 
nexion, that in another instance events which at first appeared unto- 
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ward, were overruled to promote the views of the society. One of the 
managers was directed to write to Germany for a certain number of co- 
pies of the bible, in the German language. He did so, but the order 
was detained on its passage till it was believed to be lost ; then a se- 
cond, and athird order, intended as copies of the first, were given ; 
which were long in getting to the place of theirdestination. Ultimately, 
however, all the orders were received, and each was supposed to de- 
mand a separate answer. Accordingly three times the number of bibles 
expected were sent, and all were delivered in this city, at the same time. 
Then it was discovered that the demand for the whole of these bibles 
was exceedingly urgent ; so that though the funds of the society did 
not admit of paying for more than the third originally ordered, yet the 
others were readily purchased, and furnished a most seasonable supply 
to those who could not otherwise have obtained them. 

The managers would not do justice to their own feelings, nor, they 
are persuaded, to the expectations of the society, should they close their 
report without communicating some information relative to the British 
and Foreign bible society, to which the numerous institutions of a simi- 
lar nature which seem to be spreading over the face of Christendom, 
look up, asto a common parent. By the last report of that wonderful 
institution, it appears, that its operations are continued with unabated, if 
not with increased eflect. They have not only obtained the printing of 
the holy scriptures in almost every language and dialect of modern Eu- 
rope, but they have caused an astonishing number of copies to be distri- 
buted among every description of persons who needed them ; not omit- 
ting in their distributions the most inveterate of their enemies, civil or 
religious. At the same time they have aided with their funds every in- 
stitution for multiplying or circulating the scriptures, which appeared 
to need assistance. It is stated in their report of May last, that they 
were then patronizing an Arabic translation of the bible; that they were 
taking measures for printing an edition of the new testament in modern 
Greek, and one also in the Irish language ; that they were carrying on 
inquiries for the purpose of effecting a transiation of the whole scrip- 
tures into the Cyngalese and Tamul languages, for the island of Ceylon ; 
that they have printed a version of the gospel of John, and have agreed 
also to print the gospel of Luke, in the Esquimaux tongue, for the use of 
the missionaries and their converts among that barbarous people. They 
likewise afford a very powerful and liberal patronage to the translations 
of the bible which are now making, by various religious denominations, 
into all the chief languages of India, or rather of Asia. They have 
given two thousand pounds sterling to the translators of the baptist mis- 
sionary establishment at Serampore. 

In a word, the mighty efforts of this society appear to be employed in 
no less an enterprise than that of presenting the holy scriptures, in their 
native tongue, to every people under heaven ; and the fairest prospect 
exists, not only of their ultimate, but of their speedy success. The an- 
nual meeting of this parent society is held on this day, and it is a pleas- 
jug and animating consideration, that in our humble sphere, our exer. 
tions are united with theirs to extend the empire of our Redeemer ; an 
empire infinitely more glorious and durable than any which is acquired 
by arms and cemented with blood ; an empire which the knowledge and 
influence of the precious truth contained in the holy scriptures is even- 
tually to extend, till it embrace in its peaceful bosom ali the empires of 
the world, and Jesus Christ become king of nations as he is king of 




















































404 THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE. 


was detected as an impostor, and went off, leaving behind him most of 
the money which he had collected here, and at other places in his pro- 











gress through Virginia. His real name is . Letters of inqui- 
ry have been forwasded to St. Louis, the answers to which affirm that 
no such society exists there, nor the name of or known. On 





a consultation of a committee of the different congregations in this 
town relative to the appropriation of the money, it was unanimously 
agreed that it should be transmitted by us to the bible society in Phila- 
delphia, directing the society to disperse the bibles which the above 
sum may procure, among the frontier settlements. Please to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of this, and direct it to the secretary of the commit- 
tee, Thomas Vowell, Esq. president of the bank of Potomac. 

With best wishes for the success of the society, we remain, sir, very 
respectfully, yours obediently, 

FRANCIS BARCLAY, Rector of the P. E. church. 

JAMES MUIR, Pastor of the Presbyterian church. 

SEELY BUNN, of the Methodist E. church. 

WILLIAM L. GIBSON, Rector of St. Paul’s E. church. 
«© Whereupon, resolved— 

1, That the board accept the sum of money specified in the above 
letter, and order that bibles to its full amount be purchased, and for- 
warded for distribution among the frontier settlements.” [In several 
other resolutions thanks were returned to the writers of the letter, and 
arrangements made for collecting information, relative to those parts 
of the frontiers where bibles were most needed.— After which ] 

‘© The corresponding secretary produced and read a letter, dated 
October 5th, 1810, from an anonymous writer, requesting that the so- 
ciety would, if practicable, forward some bibles to St. Genevieve, on 
the western bank of the Missisippi, below the Missouri; and containing 
cther matters respecting the propagation of the gospel in this quarter, 
not within the general powers of the bible society. The good sense 
and spirit of piety and philanthropy apparent in this letter, together 
with a consideration. of the singular occurrence that the sum of 546 
dullars and 31 cents, this night received by the managers from Alexan- 
dria, was collected under the pretence of promoting the cause of reli. 
gion in this very quarter, induced the adoption of the following resolu- 
tion— 

“ Resolved, That 200 English bibles, and 50 French new testaments, 
be sent forward to the care of Dr. Aaron Elliott, of St. Genevieve, for 
the purpose of being distributed among proper objects.” 

Thus it appears that an impestor collected, and afierwards strangely 
“yelinquished a considerable sum of money, which was appropriated to 
the purchase of bibles for the frontiers of our country ; that the very 
evening on which this money was received, an unknown correspondent 
stated satisfactory facts and reasons to show that the very region from 
which the impostor pretended to have come, was that to which bibles 
needed immediately to. be sent; and though it does not appear on the 
minutes, it was communicated to the society, that two gentlemen, (one 
of whom is mentioned in the last resolution,) who were known to the se- 
cretary, and well qualified and circumstanced to distribute bibles in that 
uncultivated region, would cheerfully take charge of the concern, Leav- 
ing these facts to originate such reflections as, without comment, they 
may seem calculated to suggest, we think proper to state, in this con- 
nexion, thatin another instance events which at first appeared unto- 
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ward, were overruled to promote the views of the society. One of the 
managers was directed to write to Germany for a certain number of co- 
pies of the bible, in the German language. He did so, but the order 
was detained on its passage till it was believed to be lost ; then a se- 
cond, and athird order, intended as copies of the first, were given ; 
which were long in getting to the place of theirdestination. Ultimately, 
however, allthe orders were received, and each was supposed to de- 
mand a separate answer. Accordingly three times the number of bibles 
expected were sent, and all were delivered in this city, at the same time. 
Then it was discovered that the demand for the whole of these bibles 
was exceedingly urgent ; so that though the funds of the society did 
not admit of paying for more than the third originally ordered, yet the 
others were readily purchased, and furnished a most seasonable supply 
to those who could not otherwise have obtained them. 

The managers would not do justice to their own feelings, nor, they 
are persuaded, to the expectations of the society, should they close their 
report without communicating some information relative to the British 
and Foreign bible society, to which the numerous institutions of a simi- 
lar nature which seem to be spreading over the face of Christendom, 
look up, asto a common parent. By the last report of that wonderful 
institution, it appears, that its operations are continued with unabated, if 
not with increased eflect. They have not only obtained the printing of 
the holy scriptures in almost every language and dialect of modern Eu- 
rope, but they have caused an astonishing number of copies to be distri- 
buted among every description of persons who needed them ; not omit- 
ting in their distributions the most inveterate of their enemies, civil or 
religious. At the same time they have aided with their funds every in- 
stitution for multiplying or circulating the scriptures, which appeared 
to need assistance. It is stated in their report of May last, that they 
were then patronizing an Arabic translation of the bible; that they were 
taking measures for printing an edition of the new testament in modern 
Greek, and one also in the Irish language ; that they were carrying on 
inquiries for the purpose of effecting a translation of the whole scrip. 
tures into the Cyngalese and Tamul languages, for the island of Ceylon ; 
that they have printed a version of the gospel of John, and have agreed 
also to print the gospel of Luke, in the Esquimaux tongue, for the use of 
the missionaries and their converts among that barbarous people. They 
likewise afford a very powerful and liberal patronage to the translations 
of the bible which are now making, by various religious denominations, 
into all the chief languages of India, or rather of Asia. They have 
given two thousand pounds sterling to the translators of the baptist mis- 
sionary establishment at Serampore. 

In a word, the mighty efforts of this society appear to be employed in 
no less an enterprise than that of presenting the holy scriptures, in their 
native tongue, to every people under heaven ; and the fairest prospect 
exists, not only of their ultimate, but of their speedy success. ‘The an- 
nual meeting of this parent society is held on this day, and it is a pleas- 
sug and animating consideration, that in our humble sphere, our exer- 
tions are united with theirs to extend the empire of our Redeemer ; an 
empire infinitely more glorious and durable than any which is acquired 
by arms and cemented with blood ; an empire which the knowledge and 
influence of the precious truth contained in the holy scriptures is even- 
tually to extend, till it embrace in its peaceful bosom ali the empires of 
the world, and Jesus Christ become king of nations as he is king of 
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saints.  Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most Mighty, with thy gio- 
ry and thy majesty : And in thy majesty ride prosperously, because of 
truth, and meekness, and righteousness ; and thy right hand shall teach 
thee terrible things.” 


—<3D4+oo 


WE rejoice that the Churches of our Lord begin to be awake on the subject 
of disciplining baptized children. We hope that thein attention to these 
objects of their care will increase, till some system shall be universally 
adopted, calculated to answer with the high responsibility of Christians, and 
the urgent necessity of their baptized children. 

—2_ +e 


Address of the Presbytery of Jersey, to the Churches under 
their care, on the subject of exercising a pfirrofier prastorat 
care over baptized children. — 


; DEAR RRETHREN, 

THAT baptized children are members of the visible Church of Christ, 
and under its pastoral care ; and that the church is in duty bound to exercise 
2 pastoral care over them, are principles taught in the word of God, and re- 
cognized in the constitution of our church. In Forms of Process, Chap. 1. 
Scet. 1. we read—“ Inasmuch as all baptized persons are members of the 
ehurch, they are under its care, and subject to its government and discipline ; 
and when they have arrived at the years of discretion, they are bouud to 
perform all the duties of church-members ;” and in the Directory for the 
worship of God, Chap. 9. Sect. 1. we find written, children born within 
the pale of the visible church, and dedicated to God in baptism, are under 
the inspection and government of the church, and are to be taught.’”” Hence 
it is clearly an acknowledged principle in our church, that baptized children 
are under its instructions and subject to its discipline. And undoubtedlyfone 
great end which the great Head of the Church had in view in appointing, 
that the seal of the covenant should be applied to children was, that they 
might, for their good, become the subjects of the instructions, watch, aud 
discipline of the charch. 

But, dear brethren, we have great reason to lament the abuse of infant 
baptism, and the neglect of baptized children in our churches. This solemn 
ordinance has been considered by many as a mere unmeaning form. Many 
parents have brought their children to this ordinance, without considering or 
Knowing its nature and uses: and have lived in the violation of the most so- 
lemn engagements. Many parents who have claimed and received this im- 
portant privilege for their children, have, notwithstanding, scarcely felt them- 
selves or their children, to be connected with, or responsible to the church. 
Many baptized children themselves, when they have grown to years of dis- 
cretion, have scarcely felt or known that they had any connexion with the 
church, or were any more subject to its inspection and government, or bound 
to perform the duties of church-members, than those who had never receiv- 
ed the seal of God’s gracious covenant. And the church itself has been eri- 
minally negligent of its duty to exercise a due pastoral care over its baptized 
members. The consequences of this state of things have been truly lament- 
able. The great ends ofinfant baptism have been in a considerable degree 
defeated. This sacred and important institution has been by many under- 
valued, and by some denied, because they could not see its advantages. Many 
baptized children have grown up in ignorance and vice, when, by a proper 
pastoral care, they might have been instructed and restrained. Civil society 
has not received that benefit from the church which it might have done. The 
interests of religion have suffered, and many immortal soals, we have reason 
to fear, have through neglect perished. 
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These evils, many ministers and pious people of our church have long 
seen and deplored. At length this subject was brought before the Generat 
Assembly at their sessions in May, 1809. The Assembly, convinced that it 
was their duty to attempt a reformation in their churches on this subject, did, 
after mature deliberation, adopt the following resolution : 

“ Whereas the book of discipline states, that children born within the 
pale of the visible church, and dedicated to God in baptism, are under the 
inspection and government of the church, and specifies varions important 
particulars, in which that inspection and government should be exercised ; as 
also directs the mode in which they shall be treated, if they do not perform 
the duties of church-members; and whereas there is reason to apprehend, 
that many of our congregations neglect to catechise the children that have 
been admitted to the sealing ordinance of baptism, and do not exercise suita- 
ble discipline over them ; therefore, 

“ Resolved, That the different Presbyteries within our bounds, are hereby 
directed to inquire of the different Sessions, whether a proper pastoral care 
be exercised over baptized children in their congregations, and that said 
Presbyteries do direct all Sessions that are delinquent in this respect, to ats 
tend to it carefully and without delay.” 

Agreeably to the above resolution of the Assembly, this Presbytery did, a 
short time since, resolve to inquire annually, of the different church-essions, 
within their bounds, whether they exercised a proper pastoral care over their 
baptized children, and, on inquiry, finding that this business was too much 
neglected in most of the churches, did enjoin upon Sessions, delinquent iti 
this respect, to pay more careful attention to it in future. 

The motives, dear brethren, which have governed the Presbytery in ecall- 
ing your attention to this subject, are, that both the word of God, and the 
constitution of the Presbyterian church, clearly make it the duty of church- 
es to exercise a pastoral care over their baptized members—and that the 
good of the church and of civil society, and the best interests of the rising 
generation require it. And with such weighty motives recommending the 
object in view, may we not confidently look for the cheerful concurrence of 
our churches ? 

To the Ministers and Ruling Elders, composing the Sessions, our constitu- 
tion commits the immediate spiritual government of the particular churches 
with which you are connected. Your charge is great and important. On your 
diligence and faithfulness, in a great measure, depends the prosperity of the 
churches. Be exhorted to faithfulness, feed and take care of the lambs of Christ’s 
flock. Be not slothful ; but diligent in the discharge of your duty towards them. 
Often bear them on your hearts at the throne of grace. Swe that they are 
frequently catechised. Watch over parents who have dedicated their chil- 
dren, and see that they perform their duty. Take opportunities frequently 
to see the children of the church in their own families, and to administer 
suitable instruction to them. Follow those who are going astray, and endea- 
vour with all tenderness to restore them, and prevent their wandering. When 
necessary, with prudence and patience, reprove and rebuke. Dear brethren, 
we pray that the great Head of the Church may be with you, strengthen you 
in the per formance of your duty, and follow your exertions for the promo- 
tion of his kingdom with his blessing; and we trust that you will be encou- 
raged and supported by the prayers of all the pious among you. 

Parents, who have dedicated your children to God, in the ordinance of 
baptism, permit us to remind you of your duty. Cheerfully submit your 
children to the instruction, the watch, and discipline of the church. By of- 
fering them for baptism, you have engaged to do this; for such engagement 
is implied in the very act of offering them ; and by refusing to submit them 
to the care of the church, you would deprive your children of a very impor- 
tant privilege, and defeat one great end of their baptism. Be careful to 
bring up your children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. You 
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have vowed unto the Lord to dothis. Be careful to pray with them and for 
them. Diligently teach them the principles of religion ; restrain them from 
vicious practices ; and set an example of piety before them. ‘To this you 
are urged, by your solemn vows when you offered them, by a regard to your 
own welfare ; ; for great is the guilt of usfaithful parents ; by the interest of 
your dear children ; for while, unfaithfulness in the parent m: Ly issue in the 
eternal ruin of the child, God has given much encouragement to parental 
fidelity ; and by a regard to the prosper ity of the church, which much de- 
ends on the manner in which the rising generation is educated. May the 
Leal deeply impress upon your mindsa sense of your duty to your children 
—excite you to the faithful performance of it—and add his blessing, by pour- 
ing out his Spirit upon your seed, and making them the subjects of his special 
and saving grace. 

Baptized children, we affectionately exhort you to consider your peculiar 
privileges and duties. Remember that the seal of the covenant has been put 
upon you, that you have been solemuly dedicated by your parents to God, the 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that you beara relation to the visible 
‘dik of Christ. You have hereby become the subjects of peculiar privi- 
leges. Your parents are under: vows for your religious education, and we 
hope they do and will fulfil these vows. You make a part ef the church, for 
which prayers are continually offered up. The particular church, with which 
you are connected, is bound to see that you are instructed, and to watch over 
you with parental care and solicitude. Much is given to you, and much will 
be required ef you. And if you should perish afte all he sc advantages, 
peculiarly dre sadful will be your doom. Improve, es shins, we beseech you, 
your privileges. C: wefully submit to the pious advice, instruction, and go- 
vernment of your parents and the church. Feel that these are privileges— 
profit by them—know the God of your Fathers—avouch Him to be your 
God—abstain from the ways of sin— and remember your Creator in the days 
of your youth. 

Finally, brethren, farewell. May the Lord make you all faithfulin your 
several stations aud relations; may he in answer to your faithfulness, as we 
have great reason to hope he will, pour out lus Spirit upon your seed, and 
his blessing upon your offspring ; cause them to spring up as among the 
grass, as willows by the water courses—and make Zion to look forth as the 
morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army witl 
dSanners. 


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
Signed by order of the Presbytery, 
SAMUEL WHERPLEY, Moderator. 
STEPHEN THOMPSON, Clerk 
Orange, April 25, 1811. 





